


55 


ae 





> 





. 

ne - 

r . 
¢ 

: if 
< 
‘ . f 
: 
‘ 
‘ 


Copyright, 1918, by The Sunday School Times Co, 


NOTICE TO READER 
When you finish reading this . 
tine, place a l-cent stamp on 
notice, mail the magazine, and it 
will be placed in the hands of our 






Sanday Sehool Gines 


Entered at the post-office at Philadelphia as second-class matter. 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, May 10, 1919 


Vol. Sixty-one, No 19 


$1.75 a year; in clubs, $1.25 
See page 262 





Lesson for May 25 in this Issue 


Notes on Open Letters: 


Tynan  Metiel Ja Unaveliag ic. ccipccvscccssccdscccoces 254 
What Occurs at Christ’s Judgment Seat. By William 

ls EE kd ns a at Se ardabanbesscdswe iis stes s0beee dea ee 255 
Your Study Bible. By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. ..... 256 
When Scofield Named Ingalls for the Senate. By 

Charles Gallaudet” Trumball .......0 020 ckcccccccccccves 256 
Children’s Day at Gee’s Corners ........cccseceseeeeecesers 257 
ES EN PT Te POTTY TTI Teter 258-262 
NN, TR MNS 6d asia cheb indi te ckhegatdecnedcegeessts 262 
Call for a Conference on Behalf of Israel ............... 262 
NE UY SNE 4 cnc ccheccnncvonstoceuaasecebcoceesececs 262 


The Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. 


eeee eeeeeee ** eereee 263 
For family Worship. By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp ... 264 
+ 4 
Lesson Calendar 


7. May 18.—The Grace of God 
Gen. 6:8; Exod. 34:6, 7; 2 Cor. 12:9; Eph. 2: 4-10; 
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Matt. 28 : 18-20; Mark 1:1-11; Acts 8 : 26-40 
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Matt. 6:5, 6; John 4:1-10, 19-24; Heb. 10: 19-25; 
Rev. 7: 9-12 
6. August 10.—Winning Others to Christ 
Acts 16:9-15; James 5:19, 20 








"THE introduction of one friend to another 

ought to lead to new and agreeable rela- 
tionships. Many such relationships have been 
established in the course of years, between the 
readers of The Sunday School Times and the 
advertisers whose announcements appear in the 
paper. ‘There is every reason why this should 
be so, in the light of the care that is exercised 
in the kind of advertising that does appear. 




















The Longest, Strongest Ladder 
By Daisy M. Moore 


N perfect Safety set 
Where mortals work and dream, 
Its dizzy summit basks 
In heaven’s radiant gleam. 


Borne swiftly down to earth 
Along this shining way, 
God’s blessings, as aloft 
Our whispers when we pray. 


Our pathway up to God, 
His roadway down to man —- 
Highway ’twixt earth and heaven — - 
Is Christ, the eternal span. 








An Index to the contents of The Sunday School 
Times for 1918, both general and classified by de- 
partments, by titles, and by authors, giving also 
titles and authors of books noticed, may be had from 
The Sunday School Times Company for ten cents. 


Confident Praying 


God loves to do his own will. Knowing that his 
will is best for the whole universe and for every 
one in it, he rejoices in accomplishing his will. Have 
we realized that this simple fact is the foundation 
of believing and prevailing prayer? Some one has 
said: “When we are believi for things that we 
know are agreeable to the will of God and for his 
glory, we can have the highest confidence, for we are 
asking, not for ourselves, but for him.” Prevailing 
tae always comes from the heart and will of God. 

hen we pray “in the Spirit” we are voicing a 
prayer given to us by God the Holy Spirit, which 
he longs to have us pray, because he longs to do this 
thing that is his will. Anything and everything that 
he prompts us to pray is to his glory; every such 
prayer we are asking — if the conditions of prayer are 
met—in the name of-the Lord Jesus, and for God 
himself. Then it is sure to be answered! God's 
word cannot return unto him void; his will cannot 
fail. That is the secret of “the boldness which we 
have toward him, that, if we ask anything according 
to his will, he heareth us: and if we know that he 
heareth us whatsoever we ask, we know that we have 
the petitions which we have asked of him” (1 John 


5:14, 15). 
a 
The Truthfulness of God 


God is “abundant in truth.” This statement is part 
of the wonderful description of Jehovah-God given 
in Exodus 34:5-7. And Christ, who is God and 
who reveals God, is “the truth” (John 14:6). That 
God is the truth is the glory of the believer and at 
the same time the utter, hopeless condemnation of 
the persistent unbeliever. Everything that God de- 
clares, is so. And everything that God says he will 
do, he will'do. This is all part of his “abundant 
truth.” He speaks the truth, and he keeps his word. 
When he says that he has made complete provision 
for the sinner’s escape from the penalty and the 
power of all sin, through the substitutionary death 
of his Son, the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world (John 1:29; Rev. 13:8), and asks that 


we simply believe that this is so for ourselves, he 
pledges himself to save every one who thus believes. 
The truth of God, therefore, is our salvation. He 
keeps his word. When he says he “will by no means 
clear the guilty” (Exod. 34:7), and that in the last 
great judgment any “not found written in the book 
of life” are “cast into the lake of fire” (Rev. 20: 
15), this is equally true: the same obligation that God 
has to keep his word to the saved requires his utter- 
most working out of the fulness of his necessary and 
righteous wrath against sin in those who reject his 
true and only way of deliverance through the blood 
of Christ. The safety of the universe rests in the 
abundant truthfulness of God. Have we accepted 
our deliverance in his truthfulness, attd are we 
resting securely there, moment by moment, in un- 
troubled assurance and thanksgiving? 


-<— 
Are You a Parent? 


Praying is the biggest thing a parent can do for 
a child. Praying for their children is the parents’ 
most effective child training. One who is connected 
with the Great Commission Prayer League makes a 
statement concerning his parents that is of impressive 
significance. “What we eight children owe, under 
God,” he writes, “to our dear old parents will never 
be known this side of eternity. From earliest in- 
fancy their prayers and love and Christian counsel 
have followed us through the years. Not a week has 
ever gone by that they have failed to write to each 
of us, though we are scattered from Washington 
(D. C.) to California, and from Illinois to Texas. Yea, 
more than this, three times each day, year in and year 
out, they have bowed at the family altar, not only 
for their children, but also for the Prayer League 
and its varied interests and objects of prayer; and 
again and again God has heard and answered. To 
im be all the praise and glory for such prayer- 
helpers as they.” Is there anything that you, as a 
parent, recognize the need of in the life of a child 
of yours, which you have not been able to bring to 
pass? “If ye ask, J will do,” says our Lord. Are 
you prevailingly praying your children through? 


Your Spring Planting 


cultivation of every possible foot of garden 

spaceis being urged again this year by the De- 
partment of Agriculture, and by Herbert Hoover, 
the Food Administrator, who contributed so much 
toward feeding the starving world during the World 
War. Just as many and perhaps more people are 
starving in the world to-day than during the war, 
because the fighting between armies was followed by 
awful social upheaval in Europe. The “war garden” 
of last year must be followed by the “reconstruc- 
tion garden” of this year, if America is to feed itself 
and export something to hungry Europe and Asia. 

Many have already begun planning the garden and 
buying the seed. But there is more than one kind of 
spring planting. A member of the large family of 
readers of The Sunday School Times sent a letter 
a few weeks ago, ordering this tract and that tract, 
and concluded by saying, “I need this seed for my 
spring planting!” Of course this was but a sea- 
sonable way of saying that he was a sower. He did 
not mean that the only time in the year he sowed 
the seed of the Word was the spring, because in 
God’s economy all seasons are summer. 

One of the finest farmers in the field which is the 
world handed down from apostolic days a great text 
for spring planters: “The fruit of the light is 
in all goodness and righteousness and truth” (Eph. 
5:9). The passage in the Authorized Version reads, 
“The fruit of the Spirit,” because the old copyists 
of the Bible manuscripts never seemed to realize that 
God could reveal the same divine thought from dif- 
ferent angles, and they wanted needlessly to har- 
monize Ephesians 5:9 with Galatians 5:25, where 
the expression is rightly translated “the fruit of the 
Spirit.” Fortunately the makers of the Revised Ver- 


Hae you begun your spring planting? The 


sion were wise enough to accept the word “light” in 
this passage. 

One cannot grow geraniums in his cellar. Those 
potatoes in the storeroom that, mistaking their ‘call- 
ing, begin to sprout when you mean them for the 
dinner table, will never make more potatoes unless 
you relent as to their destiny, plant them in your 
garden, and give those sprouting “eyes” a sunlight 
chance. The “fruit of the light” is, of course, “the 
fruit of the Spirit,” but is not God, who has chosen 
us that we might bear fruit and that our fruit might 
remain, teaching us that the divine sap of the Spirit 
who rises from the True Vine and flows out into 
the branches never brings forth fruit in darkness? 
We cannot bring forth fruit if we are light on Sun- 
day and darkness on weekdays; or if we are light 
during Lent, and darkness all the rest of the year. 
Read the entire passage as Moffatt renders it in 
order to get the impact of the context: “For while 
once upon a time you were darkness, now in the 
Lord you are light; lead the life of those who are 
children of the light (for the fruit of light consists 
in all that is good and right and true).” 


To bring forth “the fruit of the light” we must - 


be “children of the light.” Our Lord said, “Be- 
lieve on the light, that ye may become sons of light,” 
and again, “I am come a light into the world, that 
whosoever believeth on me may not abide in the 
darkness” (John 12:36, 46). The Word tells us 
that we must “walk in the light” (1 John 1:7). To 
“walk in the light” is to follow our calling, whatever 
it is, basking in the continual presence of our Lord. 
“God is light and in him is no darkness at all” (1 
John 1:5). 

There are many to-day who seem to be reversing 
that apostolic formula, and telling us that “God is 
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darkness and in him is no light at all.” Thousands are 
accepting such teachings. But these teachers do not 
knew God themselves. Why go to hear a blind man 
lecture on the laws of color? How can he describe 
color without having any actual experience of light? 

There is a very remarkable analogy between ight 
and God. They are alike in their mystery. One defini- 
tion of light is “an attenuated, imponderable sub- 
stance whose colors depend upon the velocity of its 
transmission,” and another is “a wave motion in an 
ether.” But at any rate light is invisible and inde- 
finable, and so is God. If we could understand him 
he would not be God. 

Light speaks of God in its tri-unity. Solar radiance 
includes color, luminosity and heat. No one of these 
alone is light, but all together are. Deity includes 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, not three gods but one 
God. No one is God without the others. Each with 
the others is God. As God enwraps the grape in a 
robe of Tyrian purple and the peach in its cloth of 
variegated scarlet and gold, so the radiant life of 
the Christian is joy, and peace, and love, even when 
the crape hangs on the door or the fortune is failing. 
As the rainbow is light unfolded, so Christ reveals 
the character of God. As the heat promotes all vege- 
table growth, so the Holy Spirit is the cause of all 
spiritual growth. 

Light is the swiftest thing known. It encircles the 
world seven times and more with every clock-tick. 
And God is swifter than light when he answers 
prayer. “Before they call, I will answer” (Isa. 65: 24). 

Light is just as free for the poor as for the rich. 
Salvation and the life which is Christ are just 
as free to the pauper in the poorhouse as to the mon- 
arch on his throne. 

Air is all afloat with deadly germs, and we are 
never quite sure that all its filtering has removed 
the danger from the river water which the city 
population drinks, but the light is undefiled. Jesus 
of Nazareth carried from the manger to the cross 
through this wicked world a perfectly kept law. He 
was holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from 
sinners (Heb. 7: 26). 

Light is not more absolutely necessary to life than 
God is to the human soul. “He that hath the Son 
hath life.” 

All the beauty of nature, whether it is that of a 
single autumn leaf or of a landscape of sea or moun- 
tain, comes from light. Likewise all moral beauty is 
from God. As the sun-glass collects the rays of 
light and throws them into a focus, so the Christian 
should focalize Deity upon a lost world. “If we 
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_ Are You Having Victory To-day ? 
Why not? His grace is sufficient. 
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cannot be a great electric light upon the avenue, we 
may at least be a little candle shining in some dark- 
ened room of pain or death.” 

Yes, the God of life and of truthyis the God of 
light. Christ Jesus is the wonderful Light in which 
we must walk if we are to accomplish the work which 
he brought us into the world to do. “If we say that 
we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, 
we lie, and do not the truth” (1 John 1:6). There are 
many ways in which a believer may walk in dark- 
ness, but they head up in two. We may walk in the 
darkness of unbelief or of disobedience; and these 
two become one, for disobedience is invariably the 
result of unbelief. Are you skeptical as to the 
power of God to make your own life holy, and con- 
tinually tropically fruitful? Is there some little sin, 
as you look at it, that you allow to come between you 
and the Light?. Well, you know it is “the little foxes 
that spoil the vines.” There is nothing that you 
can give up that He will not make up to you in 
flooding your soul with the sunburst of uncreated 
light that he himself is, and that keeps heaven itself 
from needing any candles or incandescents. Come 
at once to that Light. “Every one that doeth truth 
cometh to the Light” (Jahn 3:21). 

“Who owns this geranium?” asked the judges as 
they pointed to the flower which had won the prize 
at a London flower show. When a little girl clad 
in mean garments, without stockings, and almost 
without shoes, came timidly forward and answered, 
“It is mine, sir,” the judges said, “You could not raise 
such a plant. Where do you live? She answered, 
revealing that she came from a miserable London 


court. 

“Why, child,” said the leading judge, “You 
could not raise that plant there; that is a dark court 
where sunshine is all but unknown.” The girl re- 
plied again, “Yes, it has scarce any sun, but, please, 
sir, I got up early and put my geranium in the place 
where the sunlight was, and I moved it round in the 
sun all day, and it grew so grand.” 

And so she won the prize. 








When Belief is Unavailing 


Here is a long letter from an Ontario reader of 
The Sunday School Times, so important and so un- 
usual that it is too “big” to set in the small type or- 
dinarily used for letters in this department; it is an 
editorial in itself, and it is hoped that every word of 
it will be read. This is what the lovingly critical 
and clear-visioned Canadian reader has to say: 


I want to have a word with you about that good 
and well-intentioned reply of yours to “An Illinois 
Reader” in “Notes on Open Letters” of March 29. 
I like it. I appreciate it. What you contend, that 
we must forgive in our hearts, and keep on for- 

iving, confession: or no confession, is just what 
f read in the Book, and for myself receive and 
seek to obey. And it is true that God sought out 
Adam and me, and made the first advances toward 
reconciliation. Oh, yes, don’t Adam and I know it? 
And after effectually and blessedly removing all 
obstacles through: our adorable Lord’s sacrifice he 
appealed to us, “Come, for all things are” now 
ready.” 

Yet strangely enough Adam and I found that 
one terrible obstacle remained. I would not “come,” 
I could not “come.” This free and “uncondi- 
tional grace” offered me so simply and sympa- 
thetically by Heaven in the yearning call “Look 
unto me, and be ye saved” developed the dis- 
tressing fact that after all there remained one 
undeniable and essential “condition” for salva- 
tion. I was admonished to “Look!” and I couldn’t 
look, and wouldn’t look. Were you’ ever there, 
brother? 

And how did God manage to wipe out my in- 
born anarchy, and my impotence? Why, he wrought 
upon my mind and heart through his Word and 
the Spirit, and convicted me “of sin, of righteous- 
ness, and of judgment,” till he won me over, and 
I could do nothing else but “look” and “come.” I 
was so glad, so ready to “apologize”! Praise God! 
An old lady up north here at a camp-meeting said 
that getting saved was “as easy as falling off a 
log when one gets to that place.” 

But the Gospel ordinarily preached to-day, es- 
pecially by the “popular evangelist,” is an emascu- 
lated gospel, and fills the churches with unsaved 


people. It does not even profess to be a cure for 
sin, but only a fire assurance policy. Our own spe- 
cial apostle reminded the elders long ago how he 
testified “both to Jews and to Greeks repentance 
toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Acts 20:21), but the preacher nowadays 
seldom mentions “the exceeding sinfulness of sin,” 
and scarcely ever goes out of his way to speak of 
repentance, and bringing forth fruits in harmony 
with it. Your revelations of “pagan universities,” 
added to what we- know ourselves, make us cease 
to wonder at the heedless thousands of church- 
members who yield scarcely a mental assent to 
church truth, and who have no sympathy with a 
holy God, nor any desire to be made like him. I 
tell you, brother, the “apology” has got to come 
even if the angel of Jehovah has to cripple a lot 
of us in our insane wrestling, and flop us over in 
the dirt — where we belong. 

We have revivals, and revivals. Just recently 
we ha’ them for several weeks where I live. The 
usual type. The old church dead-heads left un- 
touched. The usual slump next week after the 
evangelists left. The usual “Believe, believe”; and 
scarce any “converts” able to give a reason for 
the hope that is in them. 

When a revival comes down from God out of 
heaven in Jerusalem in Peter’s time, in John Wes 
ley’s old England, in Jonathan Edwards’ New Eng- 
land, in Dhon@ or the Khassia Hills, India, or in 
Korea and China in our own day, unsaved men 
and women are “pricked in their heart,” and cry 
out for genuine, old-fashioned salvation. No 
trouble about “apologies” then, nor confessions, nor 
any foolish jeers about “washing soiled linen in 
public.” You couldn’t confuse Jonathan Goforth 
along those lines. Spiritually minded men are 
more and more coming to see that the call of God 
Almighty for our time specifically is “Repent, for 
the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” Our Lord 
took up the Baptist’s word, and expects us to re- 
echo it. 

Oh, my brother, I love The Sunday School Times, 
and in a peculiar way every one connected with 
it. I rejoice in its messages, its influence, and its 
increased constituency. Ofttimes I lovingly pra 
for you all; so won’t you bear with me when I 
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et out a weak place—as I believe it—in the 
imes’ holy testimony? 


If more readers would write constructively criti- 
cal letters, like this, the Times would be a stronger 
and more useful paper. It is not hard, it is easy, to 
“bear with” a reader who sends such a discerning 
and Scriptural message. For this Canadian _born- 
again child of God has stated the truth. The Sunday 
School Times heartily acknowledges his criticism: 
that there has not been sufficient emphasis, in these 
columns, on the vital place that repentance must have 
in saving faith, if the finished work and salvation 
of our Lord Jesus Christ are to become effective in 
the sinner’s life. 

The Sunday School Times has been deeply con- 
cerned, in recent years, in stressing—for this is 
greatly needed —the Scriptural truth that the way 
of salvation is by faith, not by works. As has been 
pointed out in these columns, the great modern here 
to-day is the emphasis upon what men do for G 
instead of pointing as our only hope to what God 
does for men. In this needed emphasis upon belief 
only as the way of salvation, which is the heart of the 
Gospel as given in John 3:16 and scores of other 
New Testament passages, repentance has not been 
given the prominence that it also should have. 

And this is a good time to do it, when the millions 
of persons in the Sunday-schools of the world are 
studying the International Uniform Lesson for May 
25, on “Repentance.” It is significant that in the 
very rich series of lessons in the Improved Uniform 
Course of the current six months, on “Some Great 
Teachings of the Bible,” we have in sequence from 
May 4 to June 8 six lessons bririging out these strik- 
ing truths: Man, made in the image of God, falls 
from his sinless and high estate by his own volun- 
tary sin, the consequences of which are death. The 
grace of God immediately makes every provision for 
complete deliverance from the consequences of sin. 
But to receive the freely offered grace of God, man 
must repent. Simultaneously with repentance, and 
yet in a sense following it, comes faith,—for man 
cannot savingly believe until he repents. And fol- 
lowing faith comes obedience, for no man can live in 
God until he has believed. It is a notable series 
and sequence of Scriptural studies. 

There can be repentance without faith in Christ, 
but there can be no saving faith in Christ without re- 
pentance. This fact may explain why many New 
Testament passages mention faith alone as the only 
condition of salvation: taking for granted the re- 
pentance that is mentioned in other passages on sal- 
vation, and that is a necessary part of saving faith. 

God’s exaltation of Christ is in order to bring men 
to repentance and to do away with men’s sins. For 
“Him did God exalt with his right hand to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance to Israel, 
and remission of sins” (Acts 5:31). The call to re- 
pentance in the New Testament is by no means 
limited to the Jews, or to “kingdom” preaching. When 
“Peter, in that great sermon on the day of Pente- 
cost which reaped a harvest of souls, cried out, “Re- 
pent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your. sins,” 
he went on to say, “For to you is the promise, and 
to your children, and to all that are afar off, even 
as many as the Lord our God shall call unto him” 
(Acts 2: 38, 39). It is. Gentiles, not Jews, “that are 
afar off,” as Paul, writing to the Ephesian Chris- 
tians, shows: “Wherefore remember, that once ye, 
the Gentiles in the flesh, . . . were at that time 
separate from Christ, alienated from the common- 
wealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants 
of the promise, having no hope and without God in 
the world. But now in Christ Jesus ye that once 
were far off are made nigh in the blood of Christ. 
. . . And he came ahd preached peace to you that 
were far off, and peace to them that were nigh” 
(Eph, 2: 11-17). 

The Gentile unbelievers at Athens were told by 
the great apostle: “The times of ignorance there- 
fore God overlooked; but now he commandeth men 
that they should all everywhere repent” (Acts 17: 
30). It is “the goodness of God” that “leadeth thee to 
repentance” (Rom. 2: 4); the goodness of God gives 
us Jesus Christ as our Substitute and Saviour, be- 
lieving on whom, as we repent, brings us salvation. 

And Peter, who was like the rest of us in having 
so much to repent of, lovingly reminds the church and 
all men that “The Lord is not slack concerning his 
promise, as some count slackness; but is longsuffer- 
ing to you-ward, not wishing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3: 
9). There can be no escape from perishing unless 
cne has “come to repentance” and ~— on the 
Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 1:31). 

There is sadly, tragically too much mere ‘head be- 
lief in Jesus as Saviour,’ without any deep conscious- 
néss of sin or repentance for sin, without an utter 
turning away from sin and to Christ as the only hope 
and refuge, in these days of nominal Christianity. 
May God help us all to keep before men, in season 
and out of season, the “exceeding sinfulness of sin” 
(Rom. 7:13), that men may come to fear and loathe 
and Kate their own sinfulness and believe in the 
only Name, Jesus, and be saved. 
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Lesson for May 25 
Jonah 3:1-10; Luke 13: 1-5; Acts 2:37, 38 
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What Occurs at Christ’s Judgment Seat 


By William L. Pettingill 





AL difficulty in connection with the study 
of the Word of Prophecy is presented -in the 
fact that so many things need to be unlearned 
by most of us before we can get a real start. We 
are apt to come to the study with our minds already 
made up regarding the subject in hand. An exam- 
ple of this is related to our subject for the present 
study: The mention of a judgment seat is likely to 
bring before the mind’s eye the terrible scenes of 
“the last and poo judgment,” when all who have 
ever lived will stand before the throne of God to 
have it determined where each soul shall spend eter- 
nity. Such an idea, however, is entirely foreign to 
Scripture, which, despite the contrary views of com- 
mentators and hymn-writers, knows nothing about 
a “general judgment.” 
any judgments are found in the Bible, but none 
of them may properly be called a general judgment. 
Let us look at seven Bible judgments: 


First. On the cross of Calvary, nearly nineteen 
hundred years ago, our sins were judg 

nalty of death was, borne for us by the Son of 

d in vicarious and substitutionary sacrifice. In 
God’s reckoning we ourselves died there; therefore, 
since God is righteous, we shall never again be 
brought into jeopardy on account of sin. This is 
the heart of the Gospel,— the good news of our sal- 
vation through the death and resurrection of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Thus it is that, according-to our Lord’s own testi- 
mony, the believer “hath eternal life, and cometh not 
into judgment, but hath passed out of death into life” 
(John 5:24, R. V.). And, again, as it is written in 
Romans 8:1, R. V., “There is therefore now. no con- 
demnation to them that are in Christ Jesus.” On 
Calvary, “God was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them ; 
... for he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew 
no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him” (2 Cor. 5: 19-21). On the cross, Christ 
was “made a curse for us; for it is written, Cursed 
is every one that hangeth on a tree” (Gal. 3: 13). 


The Believer’s Wonderful Position 


Let us never cease to praise God for him “who 
his own self bare our sins in his own body on the 
tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto 
righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed” (1 
Peter 2: 24) ; and Jet it be remembered that when the 
Son of God hung on the cross it was for us that-he 
hung there, and that he suffered for our sins, “the 
just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God” 
(1 Peter 3:18). 
offenses, and was raised again for our justification” 
(Rom. 4:25). The believer, according to God’s right- 
eous reckoning, is in the position of a criminal who 
has been executed, and then raised from the dead into 
a new life. 

“ Death and judgment are behind us, 
Grace and glory are before; 
All the billows rolled o’er Jesus, 
There they spent their utmost power. 


** Jesus died, and we died with him, 
Buried in his grave we lay, 
One with him in resurrection, 
Now ‘in him’ in heaven’s bright day.” 


Second. In the New Testament there is frequent 
mention of a judgment to which the believer is con- 
stantly exhorted. It is the judgment of self. Self- 
judgment is supérnatural and superhuman... It can 

e done only in the dynamic energy of the Holy 
Spirit. But unless it is faithfully done, God, who is 
a faithful Father, is under obligation to take the mat- 
ter in hand, and the result in such a case is, not con- 
demnation, but chastening. This particular form of 
judgment begins and ends with the house of God, for 
when judgment has to do with the world the sure 
result is condemnation. God condemns the world and 
chastens-his children. “If ye endure chastening, God 
dealeth with you as with sons” (Heb. 12:7). 

In the Corinthian church there was a man living 
in sinful relations with his father’s wife, that is to 
say, his step-mother. He refused to judge himself, 
and the church was directed by apostolical authority 
to hold a meeting “in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ,...and... with the power of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to deliver such an one unto Satan for the 
destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may. be saved 
in the day of the Lord Jesus” (1 Cor. 5:1-5). This 
man was evidently brought to self-judgment and re- 
stored to fellowship (2 Cor. 2: 5-7). 

But, on the other hand, there were others in that 
same Corinthian church who were not brought to 
judge themselves, and who were actually made sick, 
and some of them taken away by physical death under 
God’s chastening hand, and yet they were not con- 


ed, and the , 


He was indeed “delivered for our: 


Dean of the Philadelphia School of the Bible 
and Editor of Serving-and-Waiting 
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Fourth in the series on ’ 
God’s Prophecies for Plain People 


Articles to follow will take up 


The Amazing Final Seven Years 

Who Are the Beast and the Anti-Christ? 
The Jews’ Sensational Age-Ending . 
Why Only One Great Tribulation ? 
Armageddon —When It Comes 

Christ’s Earth-Convulsing Return 

How Will Christ Judge the Nations? 
When the Jews Become Mankind’s Glory 
If You Were Living in the Golden Age 
Satan’s Life-Story: Past, Present, and Future 
The Judgment at the Great White Throne 
After the Millennium —What? 


Articles already published have dealt with 


The Truth about Christ’s Second Coming 
The “Rapture” and the First Resurrection 
The Marriage Supper and the Wedding 











demned. This is recorded in 1 Corinthians 11: 26-32. 
The trouble was connected with the observance of the 
Lord’s Supper: 

For as often as ye eat this bread,... ye do shew the Lord’s 
death till he come. ‘ 

Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this 
cup of the Lord, unworthily [in an unworthy manner, 
V.], shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 

But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that 
bread, and drink of that cup. 

For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily [in an un- 
worthy manner, R. V.], eateth and drinketh judgment [so 
the text should read, as in R. V.] to himself; not discern- 
ing the Lord’s body. 

For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, 
and many sleep. - 

For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. 

But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, 
that we should not be condemned with the world. 


Third. Our works as Christians are to come up 
for judgment before the judgment-seat of Christ in 
the heavens. This will follow the Rapture of the 
church, and will take place during our absence from 
the earth between the Rapture and the Revelation of 
Christ and his saints in his Second Advent to the 
earth. This is the subject of our study for this week, 
and we pass it by for the moment, returning to it 
after reviewing briefly the other four judgments. 


Fourth. The judgment of the living nations found 
upon the earth at the Second Advent of Christ. This 
is described in the 25th chapter of Matthew, and is 
to form the~ subject of a subsequent study. 
Let it be noted in passing that this judgment of 
nations has almost nothing in common with the judg- 
ment*of believers’ works, nor yet with the judgment 
before the Great White Throne described in Reve- 
lation 20. There is great need in connection with 
this whole subject that we be “rightly dividing the 
word of truth.” 


Sifting Out the Rebels 


Fifth. In the 20th chapter of Ezekiel the judg- 
ment of the nation of Jsrael is described. This judg- 
ment will take place on earth, in the wilderness of 
Judea, after the return of Christ in his glory, and 
will be for the purpose of sifting out the rebels 
against Jehovah and his rule. These will be kept 
from entering into the land of promise in connection 
with the setting up of the kingdom of David. Let 
the members of the class- study Ezekiel 20:.33-44 
and Psalm 50, for details concerning the judgment. 


Sixth. The judgment of the lost dead will take 
place at the end of the Millennium. Its description 
is found in the twentieth chapter of The Revelation, 
verses 11-15. This scene will come before us later 
on in the series. 


Seventh. The Scriptures speak of a coming judg- 
ment of angels, though the time and place of this 
judgment are not made known. Christians are to 
be associated with the Lord in this judgment, as in 
some of the others. See 1 Corinthians 6:3; 2 Peter 
2:4; Jude 6 








What questions in Bible Prophecy would you like 
Mr. Pettingill to answer? If you will write him 
any such questions, addressing him at Philadel- 
phia School of the Bible, 1721 Spring Garden 
St., Philadelphia, he will answer some of them 
either in his articles or in a ‘‘ Prophecy Question 
Box”’ in connection with this series. 





Let us now turn to the passage in which the judg- 
ment of believers’ works is taken up. It is the third 
chapter of First Corinthians, verses 11-15. The pas- 
sage reads as follows: 

For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ. 

Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; 

Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day 
shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and 
the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. 

If any man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, 
he shall receive a reward. 

If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: 
but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. 


It is perfectly clear that this judgment has to do 
only with Christians, those who have the great Foun- 
dation Stone already laid. They have Christ, and 
he is the Foundation. They build upon that Foun- 
dation. 

And it is equally clear that in this judgment the 
matter of our salvation does not come up at all. There 
are rewards for acceptable service, and there is loss 
for failure in service, but even those who suffer loss 
are saved, though narrowly, nakedly, “so as by fire” 
(1 Peter 4:17, 18). In this judgment all the judged 
ones are saved, but not all are rewarded. 

Paul had this scene in mind constantly. In 2 Cor- . 
inthians 5:9, 10, he says: “We are ambitious, whether 
at home or absent, to be well-pleasing unto him. For 
we must all be made manifest before the judgment 
seat of Christ; that each one may receive the things 
done in the body, according to what he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad.” 

This quotation is from the Revision, and according 
to the marginal rendering in that Version. Paul’s 
ambition was to be well-pleasing unto his Lord. The 
commendation of Christ was “the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus” for which he ran in 
the race (Phil. 3:14): The disapproval of Christ 
was the thing he feared in 1 Corinthians 9:27. He 
had preached to others, and he did not want to be a 
castaway (adokimos=—disapproved). 


When God Will Find Something to Praise 


It is in view of this coming judgment of believers’ 
works that Christians are so frequently exhorted not 
to judge one another: 

But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou 
set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before 
the judgment seat of Christ (Rom. 14: 10). 

Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord 
come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of 
darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the 
hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God (1 
Cor. 4:5). 


“Praise of God.” Surely, that is reward enough 
for any one. How wonderful it is that he should ever 
praise us! And yet he will do so. He will find some- ° 
thing in the work of even the smallest of his chil- 
dren that he may praise. The Revised Version reads, 
“and then. shall each man have his praise from God.” 
How good it will be to hear words of praise from 
his mouth 

This reward is reserved for us against the day of 
his coming. He says: “Behold, I come ‘quickly; and 
my reward is with me, to give every man according 
as his work shall be” (Rev. 22:12). 

Crowns are used in Scripture as symbols of rewards 
laid up for believers who éarn them. There are five 
crowns thus offered: 


1. The crown of rejoicing: the reward for faith- 
fulness in ministry (1 Thess. 2: 19, 20; Phil. 4:1). 

2. The crown of righteousness: the reward of 
faithfulness in testimony (2 Tim. 4:8). a 

3. The crown of life: the reward of faithfulness 
under trial. Note the distinction between life and 
the crown of life. Life is salvation, and salvation 
is a gift. The crown is a reward, and a reward is 
earned by works (James 1:12; Rev. 2:10). 

4. The crown of glory: the reward of faithful- 
ness in suffering (1 Peter 5:4}; Heb. 2:9). 

5. The crown incorruptible: the reward of faith- 
fulness in the exercise of self-control in the race for 
Christ’s approval (1 Cor. 9: 24-27). 


To receive the crown of rejoicing from his 
pierced hand, or the crown of righteousness, or glory, 
or incorruption, will be blessed indeed. But still more 
blessed will be the privilege of casting all our crowns 
— him who alone is worthy. And thus it shall 

e: 


And when the living creatures shall give glory and honor 
and thanks to him that sitteth on the throne, to him that 
liveth for ever and ever, the four and twenty elders shall 
fall down before him that sitteth on the the throne, and 
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shall worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and shall 
cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 

Worthy art thou, our Lord and our God, to receive the 
glory and the honor and the power: for thou didst create 
all things, and because of thy will they were, and were 
created (Rev. 4: 9-11, R. V.). 


But for Him, there could be no crown for us. But 
for his crown of thorns, there could be nothing but 
death and dismay for us. And all this was planned 
in his love from before the foundation of the world. 
From the beginning, before the world was, we were 
in his thought, and in his heart, and in his plans. 
This was “the joy that was set before him.” 


From the palace of his glory, 
From the radiance and the rest, 
Came the Son of God to seek me, 
Bear me home upon his breast. 

Far away, undone, forsaken, — 
Not for him my heart was sore; 
But for need and bitter hunger — 
Christ desired I nevermore. 


Could it be that in the glory, 
Ere of him I_had a thought, 

He was yearning o’er the lost one, 
Whom his precious blood had bought? 

That it was his need that brought him 
Down to the accursed tree, 

Deeper than his deep compassion, 
Wondrous thought! his need of me? 


Trembling, I had hoped for mercy, 
Some low place within his door — 
But the crown, the throne, the mansion, 
He made ready long before. 
And in dim and distant ages, 
In those courts so bright and fair, 
Ere I was, was he rejoicing, 
All he won with me to share. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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PASTOR'S notes from his own Bible margins are being 

given here, as marked through forty years of personal study. 
Each of the sixty-six books of’ the Bible is being covered, week 
by week, in this department of The Sunday School Times. 


But each one should do his own Bible reading, and prayerfully 
and studiously make his own brief markings. Use the margins of 
your Bible to write in notes such as these articles give, or discov- 
cires of your own. Use the upper margins for quotations and 
hints, The lower margins for book outlines and directions. The 
side margins for exegetical notes and references. Name each 
book, and each chapter of each book. Make the Book your 
own, “Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, 
that have I given unto you” (Josh. | : 3). 


The following plan for marking is helpful : 
At the top of the page—topical notes. 
At the bott lytical notes. 
At the side—exegetical notes. 


Exegesis is finding Christ in the Word. 
Exposition is preaching Christ from the Word. 


ores 


3 John 


Epistle of Fellowship. Christ the Way. 
Key-word: ‘“Fellow-helpers.”’ 


Key-text: “We therefore ought to receive such, 
that we might be fellow-helpers to the truth” (v. 8). 
Outline: 

1. Helpers of the Truth (vs. 1-4). 

2. Helpers of the Brethren (vs. 5-10). 

3. Helpers in the Work (vs. 11-14). 

In the choice inner circle of believer$ Jesus is the 
Life, the Truth, and the Way (1 John, 2 John, 3 John). 
We live from Him. We live by Him. We live 
with Him. He is our Heavenly Guest. 

Down through the centuries comes the happy pil- 
grim band, sent forth by the Lord, looking forward 
to the Lord, gathered about the Lord. 

For Jesus is not separated from his people, though 
the heavens have received him. The Head is there, 
the Body is here: we follow after, much comforted 
by the way, for one Spirit animates and inspires us 
all. It is “Christ in you, the hope of glory”—and the 
assurance thereof. For a bit of that glory is ours 
to-day in the radiant fellowship that makes our 
hearts to glow as we wend our homeward way. 

John has been much cheered by the generous hos- 
pitality of his friend Gaius, who is the type of the 
‘ true Christian layman, one who has dedicated his 
wealth and. talent to the Lord. His purse-strings 
are loose, his latchstring is out; all he has belongs 
to God, and to God’s anointed. Such men, scattered 
here and there through the years and the centuries, 
have kept not only the church alive in a friendless 
world, but have kept Christ’s love burning bright in 
the midst of God’s people, otherwise well-nigh hope- 
less, helpless, and forlorn. 

It. is what wealth is for, consecrated wealth, 
dedicated talent. You can be either a Gaius, help- 
ing the Kingdom, or a Diotrephes, hindering the 
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cause; i. ¢., you can use your strength and ability to 
make the light of Christ’s love shine out, or you 
can take what God has given you of wealth and 
er and ability to hide and smother the celestial 
ame. 

Oh, what a splendid thing to be rich and power- 
ful and to lay that God-given strength, all gifts and 
graces, like Caius and Demetrius, at Jesus’ feet; and 
so to crown Him Lord of all! “Our friends salute 
thee. Greet the friends by name.” — Such friendships 
last, and such names, into eternity! 


Marginal Notes 


The truest picture of a Christian missionary is that 
of Judson, “taking nothing of the Gentiles,” but giv- 
ing, giving —and that gift Jesus! 

Happy the Christian worker that has a Gaius 
somewhere (the writer knows his own—both a 
Titus and a Gaius), a generous Christian soul, ready 
with his sympathy and his means, since he cannot 

© in person, to help forward the Lord’s work. John 

cNeil, of Scotland, had such, and it enabled the 
preacher to give a broad, brave testimony for the 
truth where otherwise it would not have been 
spoken. ; 

Be a Gaius yourself. Open your house and your 
purse to promote the ministry of the Word. Like 
Morgan and Cadbury in London, or Wanamaker 
and Converse in Philadelphia, make 
special friend of God’s devoted missionaries and 
evangelists, and write your name large in the annals 
of the Kingdom. 

Have you found your minister, the man who feeds 
your soulr He is God’s gift to hungry hearts, and 
there are many such to-day. We'heard Whyte, of 
Scotland, saying there at Keswick, “My wife and I 
have been much put to of late to find a preacher. 
Oh,” he remarked at our wonderment, “there are 
plenty of pulpits about. But God took away the 
man that gave us the truth, and we have been look- 
ing around for another; and,” he added with a 
happy smile, “God has answered our prayer. It is 
not a great preacher —just a humble servant of the 
er in a little chapel near by, but —he feeds our 
souls.” 

A “Prophet’s Chamber” here and there —a place 
where you are welcome for the Lord’s sake. Who 
has not known the joy of it along the pilgrim way? 
Paul and John —and Jesus, himself, laid their heads 
there, ere the Gates of the City at last swung wide. 


ourself the- 
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“Gut Heil” indeed-— spiritual health. Does a healthy 
soul make for a healthy body? Certainly. We have 
no quarrel with the “scientist” here. 

_ “Even as thou walkest in the truth” (v. 3). Here 
is our contention. It is the truth of the Word. That 
is not truth which, as with those who follow “Science 
and Health,” has no place for the tears of Jesus— 
because there is no suffering, and has no place for 





They Will Indeed! 


** I would like to inquire,’’ writes an Illinois reader, 
‘*if Dr. Weddell’s notes from his Bible, ‘Your'Study 
Bible,’ will be put in pamphlet form. I think they are 
wonderful, and I only wish I had saved them from the 
beginning. 

ving Reon reader of The Sunday School Times is 
asking the same question and expressi same enthu- 
siastic admiration for these remarkable studies. 


The Sunday School Times Company already has the 
book well under way,— it will be a substantial book, 
not a pamphlet; and the sixty-six studies, from Genesis 
to Revelation, will furnish a wonderfully com and 
poe pd illuminating guide-book to the entire Bible. It 

ould be ready before the first of June, and orders may 
be sent now. The book will be of about 180 pages, 





and will include the photographic reproduction of 
from Dr. Weddell’s own Bible, publi early in this 
series, together with his in'roductory article giving a 


wealth of suggestion on how to use one’s own study 
Bible; also the two different series of brief book sum- 
maries, showing “The Call of the Word: the Evan- 

listic Note in the Books of the Bible,” and ‘Christ in 

Word: the Messianic Clue to the Books of the 
Bible.” The book may be ordered from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, at $1.00 postpaid. 











the blood of Jesus, because there is no sin. Such 
doctrine is of-the Pit, rather than of the skies! 
“Bring forward on their journey after a godly 
sort” (v. 6). Thus hasten the Kingdom, and en- 
tertain “angels unawares.” God forbid that the 
sweet grace of Christian. hospitality should perish 
from the earth, for herein do we keep a light shin- 





ing in the window for our absent Lord. It is the 
Marked Texts Sign of the Hope! 
“Be in health, even as thy soul prospereth” (v. 2). OBERLIN, OHIO. 
> 


And the resulting vote was a bombshell 








When Scofield Named Ingalls for the Senate 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 
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‘* Purity in politics is an iridescent dream,” cried the Hon. John J. Ingalls, of Kansas, 
as not alone a listening Senate but an approving nation applauded. And those who 
read the thrilling episode recorded in this article will get a new understanding of 


how that brilliant Western statesman came to coin that famous epigram, 


The next 


chapter in this “Life Story of C. I. Scofield” will tell of the latter’s conversion. 
Various accounts of it that are quite untrue have gained currency in the past, but 
a complete and accurate account will be given in the next installment. 


conversion is chiefly of interest as having fallen 
within times of permanent historic import in 
which he bore a characteristically American part. 

Of Colonial and ‘Revolutionary ancestry, so 
sfrong!y Puritan that from Daniel Scofield the im- 
migrant (1639) to and including himself every man 
and woman in the chain of descent bore a Bible 
name, — usually chosen from the Old Testament, — 
he w2s born, very properly for an American boy, in 
the depths of a Michigan forest. For the West was 
in its winning, and the grandfather and father of 
that woodland baby owned large acres of primeval 
trees in Lenawee County. They had built a dam 
across the Raisin River, and erected a sawmill; but 
so much was it still a wilderness that little Scofield’s 
grandmother had to defeni her very life against a 
drunken Indian, and his father’s unerring rifle slew 
a wildcat that’ was bearing to her hungry brood a 
baby stolen from a frontier crib. Into such a life 
little Scofield was born. 

And then came the first of the dramatic changes 
of which young Scofield’s life was so full. <A re- 
meval took the boy of the Michigan settlement to 
pass, as it turned out, the formative years of his 
early life in the absolutely contrasted life of Middle 
Tennessee during the last years of the slavery ré- 
gime. Absolutely contrasted, and yet no less in- 
tensely and characteristically American. It was 
amongst a Whig aristocracy, educated, wealthy (for 
that time and region), of easy hospitable life, but in 
a population composed mostly of a plain Democratic 
commonalty, honest, truthful, brave, who owned few 
slaves but tilled the soil in manly independence, keep- 
ing in their fat pastures blooded horses and herds of 


Tce: life of C. I. Scofield up to the time of his 


high-bred cattle. It is safe to say that no people ever 
surpassed these in .the great primitive virtues of 
courage, integrity, and kindliness. Their accomplish- 
ments were to ride and shoot, and their intellectual 
interests were politics and sectarian religion. 

The Civil War was the next dramatic chapter in his 
life. His years in an atmosphere created by the great 
personalities of Lee and Jackson furnished an in- 
delible lesson in his training. And then came his 
removal to St. Louis and his preparation for the 
profession of law, begua by disciplinary training in 
a land office, and hastened by the great lawsuit of 
his brother-in-law’s family, of which he was asked 
to take charge. , 

It became necessary for young Scofield to move 
to Kansas, where the land interests. involved in 
the Loisel family lawsuit were situated. Here he 
was urged to let his name be offered for admission 
to the bar; he underwent the severe ordeal of those 
days, being examined by the three lawyers in open 
court to whom his examination was formally as- 
signed, and also being asked questions, as was the 
custom, by any judges and members of the bar pres- 
ent. Having passed this stiff examination, he was, when 
about twenty-six years of age, admitted to the -bar. 

Then the people of Atchison, Kansas, elected him 
to the State legislature. After two years of experi- 
ence as a young legislator, serving aS chairman of 


-its Judiciary Committee, he removed to Nemaha 


County, where the Loisel lawsuits were pending, 
and here he was again and at once elected to the 
legislature. 

Then occurred an event that arrested in a singular 
degree the attention of the nation. 

The Senior United States Senator from Kansas, 
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Lesson for May 25 
Jonah 3:1-10; Luke 13:1-5; Acts 2:37, 38 


Samuel C. Pomeroy, had become notorious through 
land corruption deals. His term in the Senate was 
expiri and he was a candidate for re-election. 
Young Scofield, like some others, was satisfied that 
Pomeroy was buying votes. A small but earnest anti- 
Pomeroy element of State legislature men were hold- 
ing a series of meetings in a hall in the State capital, 
Topeka. Their leader came to Scofield one after- 
noon and asked him bluntly where he stood on 
Pomeroy’s re-election. 

“Against Pomeroy,” was the prompt reply. 

The anti-Pomeroy man was interested, and said 
he wanted to talk freely with Scofield. Then he 
asked the question, “Have you a man to nominate in 
his place?’ a 

“Yes” came the reply again: “John J. Ingalls. 
But I don’t want to see Ingalls nominated,” added 
Scofield, “just to have him defeated.” 

At this the anti-Pomeroy man answered earnestly, 
“I know that Pomeroy will be defeated. Will you, 
without asking any questions, take my word for this?” 

Scofield thought it over for a moment, and said 
he would. He wired to Ingalls to come over to the 
capital, which was done by engaging a special train 
to bring him. Immediately upon his arrival he and 
Scofield conferred together. Scofield laid the facts 
as fully before his older friend as he could. Ingalls 
was impressed, and after earnest conference he asked 
the younger man,. “What do you advise?” 

“You ought to do it,” came the reply. : 

Ingalls said frankly that he did not believe his 
election was possible under the circumstances; but 
he was ready to follow the counsel of Scofield and 


.other friends; and he authorized him to say that he, 


Ingalls, would accept the anti-Pomeroy nomination. 

The anti-Pomeroy leader had told Scofield that their 
group were going to remain in session through the 
night, not leaving the hall, and even having their 
breakfasts brought in, in order to see the matter 
through. At one o'clock in the morning Scofield en- 
tered the hall where they were meeting, with Mr. 
Ingalls on his arm. Ingalls, a fine-looking, tall, slen- 
der man, ther made a powerful address for clean 
politics in Kansas. The entire group had their break- 
fast together, and went over in a body to the House 
of Representatives. 

The Pomeroy cohort had already assembled. A 
little later the senators marched in. The Lieutenant- 
Governor, as was the custom, presided. 

Mr. Pomeroy was nominated to succeed himself 
as Senator of the United States, ina speech in which 
his “great services” to the state of Kansas were 
fully rehearsed. 

Then Senator York, the leader of the anti-Pom- 
eroy forces, rose to his feet, deathly white. Scofield 
looked at him, and was afraid he would not be able 


‘ even to use his voice, so overcome by emotion did 


he seem. But in a moment, to the utter amazement 
of all who heard him, he said, “Mr. President, I rise 
to second the nomination of S. C. Pomeroy.” [Rep- 
resentative Scofield was not then a converted man, 
and he decided then and there that after the meet- 
ing he would take the senator outside and thrash 
him.] “But,” went on Senator York, reaching to his- 
hip pocket, and drawing out a large bundle of some- 
thing, “not to a seat, in the United States Senate, 
but to a cell in the Kansas State Penitentiary at 
Leavenworth.” He then called_to his side one of the 
boy pages of the legislature, and continued: “Mr. 
President, I am sending you by the innocent hand of 
this boy seven thousand dollars in greenbacks that 
were handed me last night by S. C. Pomeroy for 
my vote.” 

The bundle of money was carried up to the desk 
of the Lieutenant-Governor, and there, in the pres- 
ence of all, it was laid in plain sight upon a book. 
There was a silence like death over the entire hall 
of representatives. 

But it did not take Scofield long, after that, to rise 
and nominate John J. Ingalls to the United States 
Senate. Member after member rose to second the 
nomination. 

The Lieutenant-Governor, his face tense with ex- 
citement, asked if there were any other ‘nominations. 
None was offered. And then an amazing thing hap- 
pened. The vote was taken; and every vote cast was 
ed John J. Ingalls. Even the man who had nominated 

omeroy voted for Ingalls! And many another legis- 
lator there, with Pomeroy’s money in his pocket, dared 
not do otherwise than repudiate his man and come 
out in the solid vote for decency and honesty. 

There was another dead silence, as the presiding 
officer rose and, in a shaking voice, said: “Every bal- 
lot has been cast for John J. Ingalls. I hereby de- 
clare him duly elected Senator from Kansas for the 
United States.” 

There_were shouts of “Ingalls! Ingalls!” 

“Mr. Scofield, do you know where Mr. Ingalls is?” 
omne. the Lieutenant-Governor. “Can you produce 

im? 

“I think I can, sir,” answered young Scofield, “if 
the house will continue in session for twenty min- 
utes.” 

He disappeared, and in five minutes he was back 
with Mr. Ingalls. Dazed by the suddenness and 
utter unexpectedness of the event, Mr. Ingalls made 
a brief address of acceptance of the’ nomination, amid 
the cheers of senators and legislators. 
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It is not surprising that General Grant, then Presi- 
dent of the United States for his second term, ap- 
pointed C. I. Scofield United States Attorney for 
the District of Kansas. That included not only the 
entire state of Kansas but also what is now Okla- 
homa—then Indian. Territory. The young legisla- 
tor was the youngest United States attorney at that 
time in the United States,—scarcely thirty years 
old. And the office that he held was particularly im- 
portant, because the United States was then removing 
the roving Indians of the plains to fixed reserva- 
tions, which meant that involved contracts had- to 
be drawn covering the new property holdings. 

Among other things that the Government instructed 
United States District Attorney Scofield to do was 
to stop certain men who were taking whiskey into 
Indian Territory and selling it to the Indians. Sco- 
field secured an escort of cavalry and went after his 
men. He would have been shot down instantly by 
them if they could have done this. But he rounded 
up some of the worst men in this law-breaking 
liquor business, and brought them back to Leaven- 
worth. 

At the trial, necessarily most of the District Attor- 
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“‘ney’s witnesses were Indians,—and Indians wiic could 


not speak a word of English. It was a strange scene 
that went on in the court room, as an uncouth-look- 
ing half-breed interpreted for the Indians. But the 
case proceeded, the defense for the liquor men try- 
ing in vain to break down the testimony of the 
Indians, and the Indians themselves made a favor- 
able impression by their evident honesty, and respect, 
and reverence for the Great Spirit when the question 
of the nature of an oath came up and it ended by 
the conviction of the liquor men. 

_ When, later in the day, Scofield went to the lodg- 
ings where he had had his Indian witnesses enter- 
tained, he found the leading one, a stately chief 
named “Powder Face,” squatting on a bed. As the 
District Attorney entered the room, the Indian 
quickly raised his left hand high over his head, with 
his right hand patted his heart, and smiled —and a 
smile is a very rare thing to see on the face of an 
Indian. What it meant was,-“I love you.” And the 
interpreter explained to Scofield, “Powder Face 
would die for you now, after making that sign. It is 
a pledge of eternal friendship.” 
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Children’s Day at Gee’s Corners 


When girls marched under lantern lights, and the attendance bulged out 
of the windows 





” 





corner stands an empty and unlovable old 

farmhouse. Across are the barns and a grove 
of stunted maples. Then there is the school-house, 
and the home of our Sunday-school superintendent. 
The neighborhood is remote from towns, very com- 
monplace, unattractive, dreary, and steadily declin- 
ing in many ways. There have been no sort of re- 
ligious services in the little school-house for over 
twenty-five years. The stolid and shifting residents 
have been more or less indifferent to community bet- 
terment. 

A Sunday-school was organized there, and of the 
eighteen charter members, only four or five had ever 
attended elsewhere. The superintendent gave us 
an old organ which we had repaired, and we decided 
° celebrate Children’s Day on a Sunday evening in 

une. 

We could not afford to buy the usual leaflets, so 
we cut poems from papers and-magazines, and used 
single copies of songs from sample programs, and 
finally arranged a program on nature subjects. The 
recitations, responsive reading, and songs were all 
about buttercups, daisies, the sky, birds, etc., and we 
repeated in concert the Twenty-third Psalm. The 
primary class had a motion song and rocked im- 
aginary birds to sleep in large evergreen nests which 
they carried in their arms. 

The pupils are mostly employed in the ofiion fields 
during the day, so we practised at night, carrying 
lanterns for lamps both unto our eyes and our feet. 
Lanterns also served for lighting on the night of our 
exercises. Suspended from the ceiling, they are safe 
and easy, and the effect is not unpleasing. 

We made three banners for the wall, by cutting 
out the title letters on the Saturday Evening Post 
and other magazines, and pasting them on the backs 
of big advertising calendars cut pennant shape. Our 
banners said: The Blue Class, The Pansy Class, and 
The Sunshine Makers’ Class. We managed one 
motto above the big blackboard in front, “WE ARE ALL 
THE CHILDREN OF A HEAVENLY KING.” We cut out 
two or three ovals of children’s faces from magazine 
covers, and arranged them above the organ. - These 
were framed in cedars, for every pupil worked to 
embower the unsightly walls in fragrant green, but 
we did not overdecorate. 

We had one simple spectacular feature, that proved 
popular with our audience. Selecting a rhythmical 
four-fourths measure song, we taught it to nine of 
the older girls. In slow time, they marched into 
position from the entry, one at a time, wearing white 
dresses and gtoles of daisies (I could tell you a lot 
about the heavy mail order business that our eve- 
ning brought shout), and each girl carried aloft a 
little (2 for 5 cents) Japanese lantern. Finishing 
the song, they turned one at a time, and hung the 
lanterns on black hatpins stuck around the black- 
board and went slowly out. The blackboard back- 
ground was excellent, and the drill was beautiful 
with dignity and the timid earnestness of the girls. 

As to attendance, it bulged out of two windows and 
broke the panes. The pupils stood in the chinks by 
the organ and in the entry. About two hundred peo- 
ple were packed into that little school-house intended 
for thirty pupils. A visiting superintendent spoke 
briefly of his boyhood, when he had been a day pupil 
in the district, “thinking back fifty years,” he said, 
“and never such a memory as this night will give, in 
connection with this building.” A visiting minister 
took his theme from our motto. We were a cosmo- 
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politan crowd, mentally, morally, and materially, but 
we were one, spiritually, at that moment. 

Yes, although the participants in the program were 
awed to the point of losing their voices and their 
words, and the woman who sang the loudest couldn’t 
carry a tune and made a wild jumble of most of the 
songs, there were one or two thoughts registered that 
overtopped inferior things so far that we do not be- 
lieve any one present will ever forget them. 

We gained courage, and adopted a slogan for our 
Sunday-school: We’rE Gornc to Put Geer’s Corners 
ON THE MaP!—Alice A. Clark, Canastota, N. Y 


How the Classes Made the Program 


Ove school, numbering about 175 scholars, not in- 
cluding the Primary Department, consists . of 
fourteen classes, graded approximately according to 
age. The majority of our teachers and workers are 
busy people, unable to give time during the day nec- 
essary to conduct rehearsals according to the usual 
plan for such special services. 

The plan which we have now used twice success- 
fully is as follows: A chairman is appointed to have 
entire charge. (The sex of the chairman doesn’t 
seem to matter, as it was a young man the first time 
and a young woman the second.) All the teachers 
were pledged to co-operate in carrying out the plans. 

The chairman was provided with an assortment of 
suitable recitations, exercises, and copies of the 
carols to be used. (These are provided by our Church 
Board, to whom the Children’s Day offering goes.) 
The chairman met with an assistant and spent an 
hour and a half preparing a program and making the 
assignment of its various items. 

Previous to this a list of the various classes had 
been made, the number of children im each class, 
and how many could. really be depended upon to take 
part. Each teacher had been asked if she had any 
particular suggestion as to what part her class would 
take in the service. It was considered important to 
have each class represented in some way. This would 
probably not be practicable in a school made up of a 
great number of classes. 

The classes varied in capability and number, but 
the chairman was familiar with the make-up of each. 
On the Sabbath morning following the meeting of 
the chairman and her assistant, the teacher of each 
individual class received an envelope, on the outside 
of which were the teacher’s name, class number, and 
the title of contents. The teacher was requested to 
make as many copies of whatever program her en- 
velope contained as would be required, and to re- 
turn the original to the chairman, who then pasted 
them in a book to use at the rehearsals. 

A few samples of the contents of the envelopes 
will illustrate the idea which any one planning could 
elaborate or modify to suit local conditions. 

In the envelope for class No. 1 were found four 
short verses of greeting and the words and music ‘of 
a song entitled, “Welcome to Children’s Day.” This 
class was composed of ten girls; from ten to twelve 
years of age. It would have been impossible to have 
all these children take part individualiy, and they all 
expressed a desire to have a part—so this method 
satisfied all concerned. The teacher was to use her 
own discretion in assigning the verses to be recited. 
On the program this exercise was announced as, “A 

( Continued on page 263) 
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LESSON 8 MAY 25. REPENTANCE 


Jonah 3: 1-10; Luke 13: 1-5; Acts 2: 37, 38 
q Golden Text.—Repent ye, and believe in the gospel.—Mark 1 : 15 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


SK THE class how many of them have ever 

set an alarm clock, to get themselves up in the 

morning. Ask how many, after hearing the 
alarm go off, have ever stayed in bed. Then show, 
as given in the last paragraph of the Illustration 
Round-Table, the differences between conviction of 
sin and repentance for sin, 


Our Background Material 


Invite the class to point out as many details as 
they can discover, in ) noe experience, that make 
him a type or prophecy of the Jews. Then confirm 
or add to these from the second paragraph of Mr. 
Banks’ Prophecy article. 

Similarly have the class show how Jonah is a type 
of va mes then give the facts of Mr. Banks’ closing 
paragraph. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

After Jonah had gone down into death and had 
been raised from the dead he was ready to do as 
God commanded and “preach ,.. the preaching that 
I bid thee” (v. 2). The man who has died with 
Christ and has been born again and raised from the 
dead, having the resurrection life of Christ as his 
life, is the only man that can preach the preaching 
that God bids. And that preaching, not only to 
Nineveh, but always, includes the condemnation of 
the awful sinfulness of the natural man and the 
prediction of the certain, inevitable disaster that must 
cvertake man from God if that sinfulness is con- 
tinued unrepented. “Yet forty days, and Nineveh 
shall be overthrown” (v. 4). 

This preaching was begun by God himself, before 
ever man had sinned, foretelling the certain conse- 
quences of sin if committed: “For in the day that 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Gen. 
2:17). Continued by the prophets of God through- 
out the entire Old Testament, it was sounded out by 
John the Baptist in preparation for Christ’s coming, 
then reiterated by our Lord himself in the most ter- 
rible descriptions of the consequences of sin to be 
found anywhere in the Bible, given over and over 
again throughout the New Testament in the message 
that “the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23), and 
given for the last times in the last book of the com- 
pleted Word of God, “The Revelation of Jesus 
Christ,” as the consummation of sin is reached in 
the eternal torment of the lake of fire (Rev. 20: 10, 
14, 15; 21:8). The preaching that God bids leaves 
us in no doubt as to the tragic consequences of sin. 

The people of Nineveh not only saw and believed 
in the God-declared consequences of their sin, they 
also saw the sinfulness of their sin. Their proclaim- 
ing of a fast and putting on sackcloth showed their 
sorrow for this; their king’s word that they “turn 
every one from his evil way” was further evigence, 

They wanted to escape the awful consequences of 
their sin, just as God wanted them to desire such 
escape. Are men ever turned to God by creating 
fear in their hearts? some people ask. They certainly 
are. Fear is one of the strongest motives to pro- 
duce repentance and the seeking and finding of God. 
God himself uses it throughout his Word. He told 
Jonah to use it; he wants us to. 

What is repentance? Let the class suggest defini- 
tions. Then give what Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1) 
suggests. 

ote that the first statement made about the peo- 
ple of Nineveh, after Jonah began to preach, is that 
they “believed God” (v. 5). There can be no effec- 
tive repentance without belief in God. And there 
can be no effective belief in God without repentance. 
The two must always go together, as we find them 
wholly brought together in that fifth verse of Jonah 

: belief accompanied by sorrow for sin and a genu- 
ine desire and purpose to abandon sin. 

How faith is necessarily the foundation and be- 
ginning of repentance, while at the same time re- 
pentance and faith act and react on each other, is 
shown by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2). 

God wants us to hate the very character of sin, 
and he helps us to do this by describing sin to us, 
and by the work of the Holy Spirit in convicting us 
of sin. The place that conviction of sin has in re- 
pentance is explained by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 4). 

True repentance recognizes the character of God, 
and that God, because of what he is, must be angry 
against sin (v. 9). The man under convictien of 
sin has none of the soft, weak, sentimental ideas of 


Devotional : Luke 15 : 11-24. 
Additional for T: : Isa, 1: 10-20; Luke 3: 1-14; 5:31, 
i ; 10513, 14; 12:32; 15: 9-10; 24: 46,47; Acts 17:30, 31; 
om. 2:4; 2 Cor. 7: g-11 ; 2 Peter 3:9. 
rimary Topic: God is ays Ready to Forgive. 
Lesson Material: Jonah 3: 1-10. 
Memory Verse ; Blessed is he whose transgression is forg. ven. 


Psalm 32:1. 
Junior Topic of Nineveh Repent. 


ic: The 
Memory Verses; Psalm 32:1, 2. 


Sevier cod Aceh Tors, The Netere and Potts of Repentance 
: ture its e 
Additional Material Luke 3 : 7-14; 33 iseces James 438-10; 1 


John 1:9. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Jonah 3: 1-10 
And the word of Jehovah came unto Jonah the second 
time, saying, 2 Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, 
and !preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee. 3 So 
Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the 
word of Jehovah. Now Nineveh was *an exceeding great 
city, of three days’ journey. 4 And Jonah began to enter 
into the city a day’s journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty 

days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown. 

s And the people of Nineveh believed God; and they pro- 
claimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of 
them even to the least of them. 6% And the tidings reached 
the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and 
laid his robe from him, and covered him with sackcloth, 
and sat in ashes. 7 And he made proclamation and ¢ pub- 
lished through Nineveh by the decree of the king and his 
nobles, saying, Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, 
taste anything; let them not feed, nor drink water; 8 but 
let them be covered with sackcloth, both man and beast, 
and let them cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn 
every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in 
his hands. 9 Who knoweth whether God will not turn and re- 
pent, and turn away from his fierce anger, that we perish not? 
1o And God say their works, that they turned from their evil 
way; and God repented of the evil which he said he would 
do unto them; and he did it not. 


10Or, cry ? Heb. a city great unto God *Or, For word 
came unto the king, etc. * Heb. said. 


_ American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








the “love” of God that lacks all righteousness, such 
as we so often hear people who are ignorant of the 
true character of God talk about to-day. He knows 
what the character of God requires as to the con- 
sequences of sin. This helps him truly to repent. 

The best thing about true repentance is—just as 
it happened in Nineveh — that when we repent of our 
sins and turn.to God in faith, he can “repent” of the 
evil which it would be necessary for him to visit 
upon us unless we repented (v. 10). But the funda- 
mental difference between man’s repentance and God’s 
repentance is explained by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 
3) 


The universality of the necessary consequences of 
sin, in disaster and death, is declared by our Lord 
Jesus in the lesson passage in Luke 13:1-5. “Ex- 
cept ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish,” He says. 

But fear of the consequences and par ll 
of our sin is not the only motive to repentance. The 
story of the cross, of the love of God as shown in 
the sufferings and death of Jesus Christ for our sake, 
in our place as our Substitute, also brings conviction 
of sin and repentance. This is marvelously shown 
in the lesson passage in Acts 2:37, 38. When the 
sinner sees that it is his sins that were responsible for 
the suffering and death of Christ on the cross, he is 
pricked in his heart and cries out, as those Jews did, 
“What shall I do?” 

Peter’s great answer is the message of the entire 
New Testament: “Repent ye, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the re- 
mission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit” (v. 38). See the editorial dis- 
cussion of repentance and saving faith in Notes on 
Open Letters on the second page of this issue. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


The golden climax of believing repentance, or of re- 
pentant belief, offered to “whosoever will” to-day 
through Jesus Christ, is the climax of Jonah’s preach- 
ing to Nineveh (Jonah 3:10). “And God saw their 
works [they began by believing God (v. 5), and 
‘this is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom 
he hath sent’ (John 6:29)], that they turned from 
their evil way; and God repented of the evil which 
he said he would do unto them; and he did it not.” 
Explaining that verse from the standpoint of Chris- 
tian belief, let each member of the class read it aloud 
inserting his or her own name in it: “And God saw 
John Smith’s works, that he turned from his evil 
way; and God repented of the evil which he said 
he would do unto John Smith, and he did it not.” 


Teaching Points 


“God calls us to repentance. And what is repent- 
ance? In the ‘Westminster Catechism’ I have a def- 


inition of it: ‘Repentance unto life is a saving grac 
whereby a sinner, out of a true sense of his sin, an 
apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ, doth, 
with grief and hatred of his sin, turn from it unto 
God.’ Repentance is my turning from sin unto G 

It is my facing right round, so that the Lord, whom 
I have been forgetting and disobeying, is now my 
7 desire and my one delight.”—Alexander Smellie, 


Five aspects of the nature of repentance (Dr. Grif- 

fith Thomas, ITI, 5). 
_ “The word of Jehovah came unto Jonah the sec- 
ond time” (v. 1). This may be a type of the way 
God’s word will come unto the Jews the second time, 
after they have believed on Christ as their Messiah 
when he comes the second time, and they finally obey 
God in preaching him to the whole world. 

The repentance and revival in Nineveh were city- 
wide, including all the people. Let us pray for a 
world-wide repentance and revival to-day, before our 
Lord comes again. (All who are interested in pray- 
ing for this should write to the Great Commission 
Prayer League, 808 North La Salle Street, Chicago, 
and ask for literature on the subject.) 

They were to “cry mightily unto God” and to 
“turn every one from his a | way” (v. 8). Con- 
version means turning away from sin and turning to 
God (Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 4). 

The man who turns away from his evil and toward 
God in faith and repentance makes it possible for 
God to turn away from that man the evil which God 
has said must come to him if he repents not (v. 10). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Was Jonah truly repentant? 

Did Jonah preach the destruction of Nineveh with- 
out intimating any possibility of escape? 

What other kings of Bible history used their offi- 
cial position to turn people to God? 

Would the king of Nineveh have turned to God, 
from Jonah’s preaching, .if his. people had not? 

How can we help other people to hate sin? 

Why does God hate sin as he does? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THe Law or ATTENTION.—4itention is se- 
cured and held only through some interest, im- 
mediate or derived. 
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T HAS long been recognized that a close relation- 

ship holds between interest and attention. Interest 
has been spoken of as the feeling side of attention. 
The relation at least is so close that one is creative 
of the other. There can be no teaching without atten- 
tion, and no attention without interest; but it is also 
true that interest grows.through attention. 

In the lesson before us, the men of Nineveh had 
their attention arrested through fear, and were thus 
led to repentance. Nineveh was their city, and its 
threatened destruction was of tremendous interest 
to them, and so they listened to the message of this 
man ¢rying in their streets; they attributed the com- 
ing judgment to their sins and in the effort to avert 
it brought forth fruits meet for repentance. 

In getting the attention of the class to this lesson 
one may utilize the story of Jonah’s own experience, 
which because of its novelty is always interesting, and 
then carry the story on to the point of to-day’s lesson. 
A question more to the point of the lesson than 
some that are asked about Jonah is this: Will the 
men of Nineveh rise up in judgment to condemn 
our generation? Is our generation better or worse 
than the one the Master himself condemned in con- 
trast with Nineveh? The present-day question always 
draws attention. 

Do not overlook the opportunity, the privilege, the 
duty, of also putting the personal question; not as a 
pedagogical device to gain attention, but because of a 
real heart interest in the welfare of those whom you 
teach. Remember that it was out of the depths of a 
spirit that was itself truly repentant that Jonah was 
able to deliver the message that went to the heart 
of Nineveh. Men are always ready to attend to the 
message of the soul that is itself a message. No les- 
son is ever so attractive as the sincerity of the 
teacher. ; ’ 
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Lesson for May 25 - 
Jonah g:1-10; Luke 13:1-5; Acts 2:37, 38 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D, 





Connection.—As the goodness of God is intended 
to lead te repentance (Rom. 2:4), this topic comes 
appropriately after the last one, on the Grace of God. 


Books.—The subject of repentance is treated in 
practically all works which state the Gospel as well 
as in Commentaries on the various passages. Special 
reference may be made to the chapter in “Vital 
Teachings of God’s Word,” by Todd (Bible Insti- 
tute Colportage Association, Chicago, 25 cents). 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 


Before looking at the passages, it is important to 
be quite clear as to the meaning of repentance. It 
may perhaps be defined as “a new attitude towards 
sin, affecting our thought, feelings, and will.” We 
shall see how this is proved in various ways. (1) 


Repentance Proclaimed (Jonah 3:1-10). The 
arg Jonah lived in the time of Jeroboam II, king of 
srael, in the ninth century B. C. He is mentioned in 
2 Kings 14:25. The story of his personal life is 
given in the first and second chapters of his book, 
and now we are to look at his message to Nineveh 
and its results. 


(1) The Warning (vs. 1-4). We see that God re- 
stored his disobedient servant and commanded him 
again to do the work of proclaiming the Divine mes- 
sage to the great city. This time Jonah promptly 
obeyed, and, entering Nineveh, proclaimed publicly its 
definite doom, though announcing the Divine oppor- 
tunity of forty days’ grace, expressive of the unwil- 
lingness of God to punish. 


(2) The effect (vs. 5-9). The city heard, consid- 
ered and believed what thé preacher said, and then 
showed this by repentance and prayer. There is a 
sense in which faith comes first, because it is believ- 
ing God’s Word, and then, as a result, follows re- 
pentance, as expressed in sorrow, abasement, and 
amendment. With the repentance came prayer (vs. 
8, 9). Repentance and faith thus act and re-act on 
each other. The soul credits God’s Word and then 
acts upon the truth by turning from sin, and this 
is immediately followed by further trust, in the 
sense of confidence in God. (2) 


(3) The pardon (v. 10). It is beautifully stated 
that God saw what had taken place, the definite 
change from sin. This indicates the real interest 
of Divine love in human life, “not wishing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repen- 
tance” (2 Peter 3:9). The immediate result was 
that, while Divine justice condemned, Divine love 
pitied, and the blend of the two determined that 
the judgment should be averted. When it is said 
that God repented (Num. 23:19), it means that (in 
human language) the Divine attitude is affected by 
the human.attitude. If we change, God is said to 
change. While God had announced Nineveh’s de- 
struction, and now the sparing of the city, both were 
right and true, the difference being in the pgople. 
When man repents, he changes his will, but when 
God “repents,” he wills a change, and so pardon 
was granted, consequences were withheld, and ac- 
ceptance assured. Thus, the whole book may be said 
to indicate repentance: the sailors (1:16), Jonah (2: 
7), Nineveh (3:5), and God (3:10). (3) 


Repentance Needed (Luke 13:1-5. Nothing is 
known of the circumstances mentioned by Christ in 
this passage, and care must be taken to avoid any 
speculation on the general subject. The one point 
to be emphasized is that of repentance, as taught twice 
by Christ (vs. 3, 5). The three great truths are (1) 
sin, (2) guilt, (3) repentance. 


Repentance Urged (Acts 2:37, 38). This is the 
concluding application of Peter’s sermon on the Day 
of Pentecost, and suggests the two great require- 
ments of all true sermons. 1. Conviction. When 
it is said that “they were pricked in their heart,” we 
see (1) consciousness of guilt, (2) consciousness of 
responsibility, (3) consciousness of powerlessness. 
2. Conversion. The Apostle told them to “repent 
and be baptized.” These two acts, one inward and 
the other outward, were expressive of a spiritual 
attitude to God, the one meaning a turning from 
sin and the other indicating their whole-hearted trust 
in God. This is the meaning of that which is found 
elsewhere: “Repentance toward God, and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21). (4) 


Devotional Reading.—Luke 15:11-24. The well- 
known story of the Prodigal Son. Notice (1) the 
steps downward : (a) the germ of sin in self-will; (b 
the growth of sin in its gradualness; (c) the goal 
of sin in its separation. (2) The steps upward: (a) 
the grace of God in longsuffering love, waiting for 
the return of the sinner; (b) the greatness of God 
in the welcome given to the Prodigal on his return; 
(c) the glory of God in the new life shown by the 
Prodigal afterwards. 
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Il. Additional Material for Teachers 


It is important to concentrate attention on the one 
thought of repentance in all these passages, and they 
may be regarded as affording various aspects and 
proofs of what repentance means. Observe how 
repentance is shown. 


1. By reality of worship ( Isa. 1: 10-20). 

2. By genuineness of life( Luke 3: 1-14). 

3. By consciousness of sin (Luke 5:31, 32). 

4. By sense of responsibility (Luke 10: 13,14). 

5. By acceptance of a message (Luke 11: 32). 

6. By recovery of value (Luke 15: 7-10). 

7. By being part of the Gospel (Luke 24: 46, 47). 

8 By response of conviction (Acts 17:30, 31).° 

0. By recognition of Divine goodness (Rom, 2: 4). 

10. By thoroughness of change (2 Cor. 6: 9-11). 
3) By acceptance of God’s longsuffering (2 Peter 

3:9). 

Ill. The Graded Topics 


Intermediate Topic: Turning From Sin to God. 
In Psalm 119:59, 60 we have what has been called 
the experience of the Old Testament prodigal, and 
the passage affords a fine illustration of what re- 
pentance really means. (1) Thinking. “I thought on 
my ways.” The best possible thing is for our thought 
to be guided by God’s Word in regard to our “ways,” 
the direction or tendency of our life, whether it be 
pleasure, or ambition, or selfishness, or mtdulgence, 
or sin. Such thought will bring the consciousness of 
guilt, misery, and judgment. 

(2) Turning. Then from the thought will come ac- 
tion, and the man “turned his feet unto God’s testi- 
monies.” His life in the whole of his nature turned 
toward God, eyes, ears, heart, and will, and the 
“testimonies” mean what God witnesses to in Scrip- 
ture, what he says about sin, salvation, holiness and 
eternal life. This is the way in which we should 
“turn.” 


(3) Deciding. The man was earnest, “I made 
haste”; and was prompt, “I delayed not.” Procras- 
tination is one of the greatest foes, and it was be- 
cause Lot “lingered” (Gen. 19:16) that trouble came. 
Action should follow resolve, because “second 
thoughts are not best” in matters of religion. 

(4) Obeying. The action ‘of the man in thinking, 

turning, and deciding, culminates in his obedience to 
God’s commandments. The duty of life is seen here 
and the standard of life is found in God’s will. 
. 2. Senior and Adult Topic: The Nature and 
Fruits of Repentance. The following elements of re- 
pentance show what it means and what it does. It 
always includes these five aspects: (1) a change of 
mind, Conviction; (2) a change of feeling, Contri- 
tion; (3) a change of word, Confession; (4) a change 
of heart, Conversion; (5) a change of life, Consecra- 
tion. (5) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


Dr. A. T. Pierson once called the writer’s atten- 
tion to.a singular illustration of the essential features 
of repentance in Genesis 42:21. They show almost as 
clearly as anything in Scripture what this important 
truth really means. 


1. Conscience. “We are verily guilty.” This was 
the rebuke of truth, as they recognized what had 
happened. 


_2. Memory. “In that we saw the anguish.” Their 
sin was recalled even after twenty years. 


3. Reason. “Therefore is this distress come upon 
us.” They recognized the connection between what 
they had done years before and what they were then 


suffering. 


Thus repentance is a change of mind which issues 
at once in a change of life. It means a new attitude 
towards sin and towards God. It is important to 
emphasize this to-day, lest people should be told too 
much about “only believe,” without being informed 
why they should believe, by an appeal to the con- 
science. Part of Christ’s work is to “give repentance” 
(Acts 5:31) and this he is ready to do by the Holy 
Spirit. ‘There are few, if any, better definitions than 
that of the Episcopal Prayer Book, which speaks of 
“repentance whereby we forsake sin,” and this is all 
the more important because there is often so much 
confusion between penitence (sorrow for sin) and 
repentance (giving up sin). Years ago a hymn for 
children stated this truth in very simple but telling 
words: 

’Tis not enough to say 
I’m sorry and repent, 

And then go on from day to day 
Just as I always went. 


Repentance is to leave 
The sins we loved before, 
And show that we in earnest grieve 
By doing them no more. 
V. Leading Questions 
_~What is the real meaning of repentance? Why is 
it so necessary and so often emphasized in Scripture? 
What is the meaning of the statement that God 
repented (Gen. 6:6; Jer. 18:7-10; Jonah 3:9, 10)? 
How does Christ give repentance? 
What is the relation between repentance and faith? 
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Find Bible illustrations of unreal repentance. 
Distinguish between remorse and repentance. 
Wycutrre CoLiece, Toronto. 
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The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Howard A. Banks 


HIS lesson contains a prophecy that God did not 

fulfill! “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown” (v. The Nineveh of Jonah re- 
pented, and God forgave. It was a wonderful re- 
pentance, and Jesus himself commented upon it 
(Matt. 12:41). The later Nineveh of Nahum had 
again become a wicked city beyond hope of repen- 
tance, and God destroyed it two and a half centuries 
after Jonah’s day. Is there not a lesson to the 
nations to-day in these two Nineveh prophecies? God 
is speaking in war, pestilence, and famine, but if his 
wees are unheeded, for apostasy nothing re- 
mains but judgment. 

Jonah and his life were interpreted by our Lord 
as a prophetic sign (Matt. o9: Sas). he prophet 
typifies Israel, out of its land, troubling the nations 
and yet a witness to them. The really hard thing to 
believe in the Jonah story is not that a great fish 
swallowed him, but that it did not digest him! A 
vastly greater miracle is the preservation of Jewish 
national identity in the Great aed song Jonah was 
delivered and preached to Gentiles. It is because God 
seems now about ready to round up the world’s events 
that Jonah signified, in the restoration of the amaz- 
ing Hebrews to their old homeland, and then to make 
them missionaries to the Gentile world (Zech. 8:7- 
23), that The Sunday School Times has started its 
new monthly department,.“The Jew and the News- 
paper,” powee Boe by the Rev. Thomas M. Chalmers, 
of the New York Jewish Evangelization Society, the 
first installment of which was published in the April 
19 issue of the Times. 

Jonah is a type, too, of the Sent One, raised from 
the dead after three days and nights in the heart of 
the earth (Matt. 12:40), and then carrying salva- 
tion to a lost world. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Big Love.—The word of Jehovah came unto Jonah 
the second time (v. 1). Everybody jokes on Jonah. 
“Oh, he’s the guy that swallowed the whale,” said 
the Smart One. The whale part of the Jonah story 
is the easiest. That is only a question of a fish big 
enough or a man small enough. There are other 
and great things in this little book of four chapters. 
Chapters small and chockful of ginger. Here in this 
verse is something that will make a real Wise One 
say, “Oh, he’s the guy that got the second chance.” 
Just suppose that Mr. Samuel Rea, the president of this 
railroad, had you working for him. He calls you into 
his office and says: “Jones, here is a great job for 
you. I want you to go to Manhattan and warn that 
Bush Terminal crowd as to what is coming to them 
if they do not get right with the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road Company.” Instead of doing this you go to 
Baltimore and take a boat for South America. What 
would President Rea do to you? Any old-time mon- 
arch would have had Jonah’s head. And the modern 
monarch “fires” such a Jones or Jonah. But our God 
is not that sort. His word not only comes a second 
time, but a seventy times seven time. This is why 
most of us are not like the thanksgiving turkey, head- 
less and fired! The great wonder of the Jonah story 
is nota living man in a fish’s belly but the love of God 
for a disobedient man. The love that forgives and 
forgets, that honors and blesses, when man repents. 
When folks say “Jonah” think big love along with 
the big fish (Matt. 18:21, 22; Mic. 7: 18, 19). 

The Red Line.—Preach unto it the preaching that 
I bid thee (v. 2). I spcke in a church once where I 
faced a clock which had on its dial instead of the 
usual figures the letters PREACH CHRIST. This makes 
the full day and the full night. Go to the library 
and take that masterpiece, “Beside the Bonnie Brier 
Bush,” by Ian Maclaren. Turn to Section 3, “His 
Mother’s Sermon.” Here is the dying Scotch 
mother’s parting word to her boy, “I canna see ye 
noo, John, but I know yir there, an’ I’ve just one 
other wish. If God calls ye to the ministry, ye’ll no 
refuse, an’ the first day ye preach in yir ain kirk 
speak a gude word for Jesus Christ, an’, John, I'll 
hear ye that day, though ye’ll no see me, an’ I'll 
be satisfied.” “Speak a good word for Jesus Christ.” 
The sorriest spectacle we fellows who sit in the pews 
have to endure is amateur literary compositions ar 
second-hand scientific speculations masquerading as 
sermons. We have upon our shelves at home mas- 
terpieces in both lines by the world’s greatest essay- 
ists and scientists. Many a good preacher has “broken 
his merlasses jug,” as Uncle Remus says, trying to 
give highly intellectual sermons to highly intellec- 
tual congregations. They don’t want the stuff. It isn’t 
in the Bible. It isn’t the preaching God bids thee. 
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The Bible is the book of the way out. A 
red line leads to the light, and salvation. 
God bids thee follow that line. Speak 
a good word for Jesus Christ. This is 
why the scapegrace likes to hear Billy 
Sunday (2 Cor. 2:2; Gal 1:8). 


Knowing God.—The people of Nine- 
veh believed God (v. 5). Of course they 
did. The people always do when God’s 
ministers preach what God bids them. 
The crowds in ancient Nineveh knew 
they needed repentance when Jonah 
preached, just as the crowds in our own 
Ninevehs know the need of repentance 
when Billy Sunday preaches it. 
have an idea that Jonah, after 
that whale of an experience, preached 
something after Billy’s style. He 
called a spade a spade, and the Ninevite 
sinners knew what he was talking about. 
The force of any message depends upon 
the kind of messenger. I once heard a 
preacher get off a sermon about the love 
of God. It was so slambang and you’d- 
better-look-out-for-yourself that I felt 
God didn’t at all. Then I have heard Dr. 
Jowett talk about God’s love and he was 
so gentle and tender and earnest, I just 
knew God did. No man turns around 
and goes in the other direction, a peni- 
tent, unless the preacher is a Jonah. 
iy brand of preachers have what the 
»oys call “pep.” Jonah got his in the sea, 
John the Baptist got his in the wilder- 
ness, Billy Sunday got his in Chicago. 
The reason Nineveh believed Jonah is 
because Jonah came to believe God. If 
all preachers and teachers believed God 
—oh, well, if you believed that uncon- 
verted friend of yours was lost, as God 
says he is, neither he nor you could 
have a minute’s peace until you had ex- 
hausted every means to pull him out of 
the fire (Eph. 3:12; 2 Tim. 1:12). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


4 
The Illustration Round -Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. i 
they may not be considered at all. io not 
submit ilustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better of pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Short illustrations, of from 75 to 150 words 
are greatly preferred. They will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 

Hearing the Call.—Arise, go «unto 
Nineveh (v. 2). The older of two men 
was once urging upon the younger the 
claim of Christian work in mission 
countries, and the latter answered with 
an excuse that had a familiar ring: 
“But I have never felt any compelling 
call to give my life in that way.” Are 
you sure you're within calling distance?” 
was the disquieting reply—From_ the 
Christian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Leicester, Eng. 5 

Who Should be Missionaries? — 
Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, 
according to the word of Jehovah (v. 3). 
Sir William Macgregor, whose unflag- 
ging zeal for humanity in many parts 
of the globe has done so much for the 
cause of Christianity, once discussed 
with me the relatively rapid progress 
of Mohammedanism in West Africa_as 
compared with that of Christianity. “It’s 
just this,” he said, “every Mohammedan 
regards himself as a missionary; the 
majority of Christians think it is an- 
other man’s work.”—From Bishop 
Frodsham in the Christian Age. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 

An Unsuccessful Experiment.—Re- 
pent. . .and be baptised. . .unto the 
remission of your sins (Acts 2:38). A 
little colored boy, having watched his 
old mammy’s success in_ bleaching 
clothes, covered his face with soapsuds 
and lay down on the lawn in the hot 
_sun with the hope of turning white. It 
was a very uncomfortable and disap- 
pointed little boy whom his mother ad- 
monished a couple of hours later. “Lan’s 
sake, chile! Don’t you know ye can’t 
make white folks of yerse’f by bleach- 
mg from the outside?” she asked.—From 


If coming later 
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the Sunday At Home. 
Harris, Toronto, Can. 


Used to It.—Repent ye, and 
believe nm the gospel (Golden Text). 
The longer you sit under the Gospel 
and continue in sin, the more easily you 


Sent by Roy 


can hear it without alarm. I have seen 


in Scotland a dog, during the black- 
smith’s labor at the anvil, sleeping 
soundly with the shower of live sparks 
falling upon him.—From Dr. Cumming 
in the Sunday-School Chronicle. Sent 
by W. R. Clark, Belper, Eng. 


Eleventh Hour Repentance.—Repent 
e, and believe in the gospel (Golden 
ext). Often it is said of the penitent 
thief on the cross that one such case 
is recorded in the Scriptures, that none 
may despair of repentance on a death- 
bed; and but one, that none may pre- 
sume. It is like crossing Niagara over 
the rapids on a tight-rope. One Blondin 
out of forty millions may have done 
it, and reached, the hither shore in 
safety; but would you or I risk it for 
that?—From Professor Phelps. Sent by 
W. R. Clark, Belper, Eng. 


The Difference.—Repent ye, and be- 
lieve in the gospel (Golden Text). Con- 
viction is not repentance. It is one 
thing to be awakened at five o’clock in 
the morning and it is another thing to 

et up.—From the Christian Endeavor 

orld. Sent by W. J. Hart, D. D., 
Dolgeville, N. Y. The prise for this 
week is awarded to this illustration. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we pray that thou wilt forgive us for so 
often refusing to obey thee. We pray that 
thou wilt turn us to-day to a new obedience 
by thy grace and thy love. We are tired 
of the emptiness of our own worldly desires. 
We would have our lives count for thee. We 
beseech thee, therefore, our Father, to bring 
us up from any pit into which we have 
fallen. We would not Have ‘the coming days 
marked by the disobedience of the days 
that have gone. We thank thee that we are 
assured of thy love, as we turn to thee now 
for all that our hearts long for in the life 
of the spirit. May there be no barrier be- 
tween thy will and ours. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.— “The second 





time!” “Yes, and how patiently God 
speaks to us the second time, even as 
he did to wilful and disobedient Jonah. 
We are like sleepy children hunting for 
excuses for missing the first class on a 
school morning, as the rising call comes, 
and then a second and a third, and still 
we dodge the ‘issue, and will not arise 
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WHICH ? 














to what we know to be our duty. It 
was a repentant prophet who was sent 
to a people who needed repentance. 
Have any of us who are proclaiming the 
Gospel the need to-day for turning away 
from our own wills to the holy will of 
God for our lives? God is calling to 
us to-day to arise out of whatever has 
held us in disobedience, and it is through 
his grace and power that we shall 
able to do just that, with all the bless- 
ing that can follow. 

hose words on the blackboard tell 
the aeey of a conflict that ought to be 
ended this moment for us. Let’s rub 
out “my,” and “which” with its question, 
entirely, and what remains? Yes, “Thy 
will,” God’s will, —all that ought to re- 
main. Will you have it so in your life? 
Let us pray. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Just as I am.” 

“There’s no love to me like the love of Jesus.” 
“O ’tis a great change for me.” 

“It’s just like his great love.” 

“Out of my bondage, sorrow and night.” 
“The hem of his garment.” 

“Lord Jesus, I long to be perfectly whole.” 
“Sun of my soul, thou Saviour dear.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
‘rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of. Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 119 : 57-64 (245 : 1-3). 
Psalm 51: 1-11 (118 : 1-3). 
Isa. 1:18 (317 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 1-16 (238 : 1-3). 
Psalm 34 : 1-22 (78 : 1-4). 
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Lord save 
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not now! 
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Can't let go. 





The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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[ Department Helps | 


‘The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTES.—Eight years ma s in 
the cycle of Uniform |p Bowes be- 
fore the Fens story occurs again. Ref- 
erences to Jonah are so frequént that 
the story should be familiar. Children 
delight in its thrilling incidents. At 
least three chapters should be included. 
Emphasize the results of disobedience 
and obedience rather than the fish inci- 
dent, although to children this presents 
no greater problems than a crew’s ex- 
istence in a submerged submarine. 
The memory text about “transgres- 
sion” is not suitable for children. Sub- 
stitute “Forgive us our sins” (Luke 
11:4). God’s relation to us and our re- 
lation to God are both emphasized. 


Lesson Teaching—“God is ready to 
forgive,” but “We must obey God,” 


Review.—When God’s angel warned 
Joseph to take baby Jesus and his mother 
to Egypt, Joseph obeyed, and so baby 
Jesus was saved from danger. Again 
Joseph obeyed when God’s messenger 
told them to return. People ought to 
obey God’s messetigers. 


Introductory Story—On the shore of 
the Great Sea is an old city, named 
Joppa (indicate it on the sandboard or 
blackboard). Ships have landed their 
passengers in smaller boats at Joppa for 
many years (add boats). ¢ 

Hundreds of years ago a man named 
Peter visited Joppa to teach. He lived 
in a house by the sea (indicate it). 
One day while praying and resting be- 
fore dinner was ready, he dozed and 
saw a wonderful dream vision (study 
Acts, tenth chapter). The day before 
in a northern city (mark Caesarea) 
God’s angel told Captain Cornelius to 
send to Joppa to invite Peter to come 
to teach him and his friends. Cornelius 
obeyed, and sent three men to invite 
Peter and guard him during the jour- 
n 





ey. 
These. men knocked on the gate of 
Simon’s house in Joppa just after Peter 
wwakened and wondered what his dream 
vision meant. As Peter went down to 
meet these men, God’s Spirit said, Go 
with them, I have sent them. When 
they explained their errand; Peter prom- 
ised to go, for he believed, we must 
obey God (Acts 5:29). He invited 
them to remain over night and rest. 
Next day they started and the day 
following they found Captain Cornelius 
and his friends watching and waiting, 
ready to listen. When Peter- preached 
about Jesus they gladly believed and 
became his earnest followers. Peter felt 
happy because he-had obeyed God’s com- 


mand and become his messenger to 
people who did not know about Jesus. 
Sing the refrain of “Trust and Obey.” 


Perhaps Peter 
Jonah, who lived in Joppa hundreds of 
years before, and who refused for a 
while to be God’s messenger. 


Lesson Story.—In Joppa God’s Word 
came to Jonah, Arise, go to Nineveh, 
and warn the people (indicate Nine- 
veh). Jonah didn’t want to obey, so 
he went to the seashore and found a 
ship starting on a voyage. Jonah paid 
his fare and boarded the ship, which 
started in the opposite direction from 
where God wanted Jonah to go. 

When a storm arose even the sailors 
were afraid. The captain found Jonah 
asleep, but awakened him, saying, 
Sleeper, arise and call on your God to 
save us. The seamen cast lots to learn 
whose fault it was. The lot fell upon 
Jonah, who felt so guilty because he 
had disobeyed. God that he said, cast 
me into the sea. The men tried hard 
to row to land, but the storm con- 
tinued, so they finally cast Jonah over- 
board, and the storm died down. God 
didn’t mean that Jonah should perish, 
but prepared a great fish to carry him 
back to land. Because Jonah was sorry 
and prayed, God was ready to forgive 
and to give him another chance to obey 
and be God’s messenger. 


remembered about’ 
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“of it in Luke 11: 29-32. 
‘here he refers to Jonah’s preaching and 


Lesson for May 25 
Jonah 3:1-10; Luke 13:1-5; Acts 2:37, 38 


A second time God said, Arise; go to 
Nineveh and preach. This time Jonah 
was ready and obeyed. The people of 
Nineveh were surprised to see this 
strange man and hear him calling, “Yet 
forty days and Nineveh shall be over- 
thrown.” People became frightened, and 
sorry for their sins. The people, and 
even the king, put on mournifg, and 
fasted, and prayed, “Forgive us our 
sins.” God heard them as he had heard 

onah. God was ready to forgive, so 

e saved the people of Nineveh, who 
had listened to Jonah’s warning. | 

needs messengers and mission- 

aries to-day to warn people of the dan- 
ger of sin. When you are older he may 
ask you to go. ou may write what 
you think you would answer. Sing 
softly: 

T’ll go where you want me to go, . 

I’ll say what you want me to say. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Nineveh: its situation, size, power, 
relation to Israel. 

2. The story of Jonah’s mission to 
Nineveh. 

3. The messenger and the results of 
his message. 

 Meqennes > Guten from sin to 
od. 











ET us welcome and use the oppor- 

tunity here given for a sample book- 
study, which, for lack of time, cannot 
be very thorough, but because of the 
brevity and interest of the book of 
Jonah will lend life to the difficult ab- 
stract subject of our lesson, — repen- 
tance. If any one of your girls is in- 
clined to waste time on the higher- 
critical discussion of the historicity of 
this book refer her at once to Jesus’ un- 
mistakable endorsement of the actual 
truth of Jonah’s story by his own use 
Most surely 


Nineveh’s repentance as literal occur- 
rences, foretelling the appearance of the 
Ninevites in the day of judgment with 
the men of his own generation. If one 
is myth and legend the other is also, 
for they receive the same treatment in 
Jesus’ words. But let us get promptly 
to the real business of the day, the con- 
tents of this old book and its message 
for us. 


1. Help one of your history-loving 
girls to look up the fascinating facts 
concerning ancient Nineveh, as_ sug- 
gested above, not forgetting the won- 
derful corroboration by the spade of 
archaeology as to the Scripture accounts 
of this early “mistress of the world.” 
A map should be used, in class, and the 
account reduced to three minutes. 


2. Now ask the girl who has done 
the necessary reading at home to tell 
the story of the entire book, just a 
simple narrative of events, without dis- 
cussion at any point. Such practise in 
good story-telling is fine for our girls, 
who are on the borderland of teaching 
little children themselves. The map will 
be needed again, to make clear Jonah’s 
attempted journey, as well as his accom- 
plished one. The story must close, as 
the book does, very abruptly, and with 
an unsatisfied mind on the part of the 
listener; but the final destruction of this 
great city, as foretold by Nahum, may 
be added to this first chapter. Perhaps 
we shall find some clue to this disap- 
pointing ending when we study closely 
the character of Jonah, the messenger. 


3. Unless your class is of older or very 
thoughtful girls it will be best for the 
teacher herself to handle this phase of 
the lesson discussion, — Jonah’s qualifi- 
cations as God’s messenger, and the re- 
sults of his work. Some knowledge of 
Jonah’s times, both from the “heathen” 
and the Israelitish viewpoints will be 
needed, as well as some penetration into 
Jonah’s personal character. The terrible 
sinfulness of Nineveh, without God’s 
revealed law, and. the terrible selfish- 
ness of Israel, with a clear revelation of 
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God’s character, form the background 
upon- which to see clearly the individ- 
ual, Jonah. 

In the first part of the story his hon- 
esty and fearlessness stand out sharply, 
along with his open disobedience to God. | 
It was not lack of courage to face a| 
hard task that started Jonah away from | 
Nineveh, nor was it lack of ability for | 
such a business, for when he did reach | 
Nineveh his preaching lacked nothing 
in force and effectiveness, judging from 
its immediate and widespread results. 
Nor was it lack of a message, for he 
confesses that he knew full well the 

racious mercy and lovingkindness of 
cheeahs (4:2), upon which Nineveh 
could base her hopes, as well as the 
direct revelation of God’s immediate 
purpose towards the city. 

But we feel, even as we read of the 
city-wide repentance of these half-mil- 
lion people that something was lacking 
in Jonah and in the results of his work, 
both for himself and for his hearers. 
The result for Nineveh was a delay in 
the hour of her doom, for she made 
true use of all the light Jonah brought 
to her, and turned from her sins — but 
not to loving obedience, and so not to 
lasting allegiance towards God. 

Real love for both his work and his 
listeners was lacking in Jonah; and so 


lacking in his preaching, and finally in |- 


its results, both to the city and in his 
own heart. To the very last his heart 
is stubborn against God’s merciful at- 
titude toward Nineveh, leaving him as 
far from God as he was when on the 
way to Tarshish, even though he had 
drawn Nineveh to the place of safety. 


4. What, then, is complete repentance? 
It includes two parts, a negative and a 
positive attitude, — turning from sin and 
turning to God, with hatred for one 
and love for the Other, with the whole 
heart. 


Home Study 
Read Jesus’ story of true repentance, 
in Luke 15: 11-24, and Psalms 32 and 
51. 
ATLANTA, Ga. 
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The Dollars We 
Throw Away 


Many foods have slight food value as 
compared with Quaker Oats. And the rea- 
son lies largely in the refuse and the water. 




















By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Was the whale a whale? 

Discussion: Story of Jonah’s rebellion 
and repentance; the king’s decree, given 
_ by a boy; our repentance to-day. 

Main points: America’s need of national 
repentance; no condemnation to one 
really in Christ; every sin must be re- 
pented of and forsaken. 











ONAH and the whale. Oh, boy! We 

expected to have a lot of fun talk- 

ing about that story in class. But 
teacher didn’t hardly mention the whale. 
He thinks the fish is a mere _inci- 
dent in God’s mercy, one way of. giv- 
ing a man another chance. 

Carl told about Jonah’s being a prophet 
who wouldn’t go where God wanted 
him to go; how God taught him a lesson 
by a terrible storm and having him 
thrown overboard, but spared him 
through the fish swallowing him and 
then spitting him out on the shore. No 
wonder Jonah repented of his disobedi- 
ence when he saw how powerful and 
how merciful God is. 

Fatty said Jonah showed his repent- 
ance by praying and confessing his sin 
when he was in the fish, and then, more 
especially, by going and doing what God 
told him to do. 

Fred told how wicked the Ninevites 
were, and how much they had to repent 
of. They sure were bad eggs. No won- 
der they put on sackcloth, and all that. 

Teacher had Bulldog tell that part, 
and he sort of acted it out; pretended 
he was king of Nineveh, you know, and 
got up and made a speech. 

“Fellow countrymen,” he said, “this 
prophet of God has showed us our sin 





and given us warning of our doom. We 
must repent. See this old meal-bag on | 
me, instead of my royal robe? That is’ 
a sign of how I feel about my sins. Let | 


( Continued on the next tage) 








For instance, here are the wastes on 
some common foods: 





Refuse and Water 
; REFUSE WATER 
Quaker Oats None 7% 
Beef 20% 54% 
Mackerel 45% 40% 
Potatoes 20% 62% 
Squash 50% 44% 
Beets 20% 70% 
Canned Peas None 85% 
Canned Tomatoes None 94% 











Note that the waste in Quaker Oats is not 
one-tenth the waste in any of these other 


foods. 
Another Waste 


Another waste lies in buying food with- 
out reference to energy value. That is, to 
calories. 


The average person needs 3,000 calories 
per day. Ir some foods they cost ten 
times what they cost in others. 


A day’s energy need in Quaker Oats costs 
only 15c. In meat and fish foods the average 
cost is at least $1.50. In lobster, 3,000 
calories would cost $18. 





Yet the supreme food is oats. It is al- 
most a complete food— nearly the ideal 
food. Both in flavor and nutrition there is nothing to match oats. 

And this is what they cost per 1,000 calories, compared with other 
necessary foods at this writing: 















Cost Per 1000 Calories 
Cee GIR csc ccsis céccccsosensses 5c 
PRIN BARR sccccccccsscssccccccsed 4lc 
ND PIR sincaseccnoctncsssscaves 57c 
PPOVERS FU cc cccccceccceseccesceeed 60c 
Hubbard Squash................++. 75¢ 





That means that ten people can 
breakfast on Quaker Oats at the cost of 
one meat breakfast. 


This Costs 5c 
Per 1000 Calories 


It means that each 30-cent package 
used to displace meat saves about $3. 


And it means vastly more in its bet- 
ter nutrition 


Quaker .« 
Oats 


Just Queen Oats Flaked 


You get a superlative flavor when 
you ask for Quaker Oats. They are 
flaked from queen grains only — just 
the rich, plump, flavory oats. We get 
but ten pounds from a bushel. Yet they 
cost you no extra price. 





This Costs 57c 
Per 1000 Calories 





This Costs 60c 
Per 1000 Calories 


This Costs 75c 
Per 1000 Calories 
Prices Reduced to 12c and 30c a Package 


Except in the Far West and South’ 
Packed in Sealed Round Packages with Removable Cover 


(3052) 














“Remember now thy C. 


reator in the 
days of thy youth.” —Eccles,, xii: i 


MOTHERS 


teach your children to love the 
Bible. The good thoughts you 


yield a rich harvest of noble 
acts when they grow older’ 


OXFORD 
Bibles for Children 


have black and colored illus- 
trations that interest as well 
asinstruct. Some have special 
helps forchiidren. Large num- 
ber of styles at various prices 


At all Booksellers 
Catalogue upon request 


Oxrorp UNnrversity Press 
AMERICAN BRANCH 


lL : 


Bring googie to church, 
m pt ine one, Durabi 
our e i * 
P” anteod. Inexpensive. Arteatalee a urtnn plase teen. 


ne Cinclanati Be Foundry Co.Dept B-78Cincinnan.od 


Tw we ee ee 
Use Cuticura Soap 
ToClear Your Skin 


All druggists; Soap 25, Ointment 2% & 50, Taloum 2%. 
Sample each free of ‘Cuticura, Dept. M, Boston.”” 
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The Sunday School Times is a weekly 
journal for adults, in the field of Bible 
study and teaching, Sunday-school man- 
agement, and the Christian life and 
service; it goes into every state, terri- 
tory, and province in North America and 
more than thirty foreign countries. It 
reaches practically every denomination, 
and its exceptiona! constituency includes 
the strongest Christian leaders, both 
men and women, laymen and ministers, 
and the best Christian homes, in English- 
speaking Christendom of to-day. 


Subscription Rates 


(NOTE THE NEW RATES) 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, 
and Shanghai, China. These rates. in- 
clude postage: 
$1.25 Five or more copies, either 

e to separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.25 each, per 
year. 


$1.75 


each, per copy. One copy, five years, $7, 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid we allow one subscription additional 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

The paper is not sent to-any subscriber 
mepand the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


One copy, or any number of 


copies less than five, $1.75 |. 


we repent of?” 








Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 

( Continued from the preceding page) 
everybody go and dress in meal-bags 
or potato-sacks, and sit on their ash- 
piles. Cover the cows and horses and 
sheep the same way. 
without food or water, and fast your- 
selves. Cry and pray unto God all the 
time. Then, most important of all, quit 
all your wickedness and do right. Per- 
> God will have mercy on us.” 

ome repenting, that was! Teacher be- 
lieves they were really sincere in their 
hearts, and that this was the first time 
they had heard real preaching. They 
hadn’t had much chance. But he says 
America has every sin in it that Nine- 
veh knew; yet last year when President 
Wilson called for a day of prayer and 
fasting, to show our repentance, a few 
of the most godly people went to church 
and prayed for an hour, while the rest 
of the nation rushed right along with- 
out a thought of sin or repentance. But 
he oye that you can’t fool God, and 
that there are perilous times ahead for 
America yet. 

My question came next: “What should 
I hardly knew and 
teacher said a Christian ought not to 
have anything to repent of in his own 
life, although of course he will always 
feel sorry for the mistakes he has made. 
But if he really lets Christ keep him 
from falling, he will have no condemna- 
tion. Yet 4 thinks we ought all to be 
repentant for our national sins. How 
can a United States citizen think of 
all the murders, divorces, thefts, grafts, 
lies, impurity, pride, selfishness, hate, 
Sabbath-breaking, profanity, and unbe- 
lief in this country without crying out 
to God to have mercy on us? 

Then he says if any of us should fail 
to trust Christ’s keeping power, and 
should make a slip and fall into sin, 
we must repent at once, confess it to 
God and ask his forgiveness, make it 
right with the person sinned against, 
and, most important of all, put the sin 
away from us and let Him cleanse us 
anew. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Hebrews 11: 1-40; 12:1, 2. 
What did faith do in winning the war? 
What is faith? 
Why can’t an unbeliever do big things? 


Name some world leaders who have 
faith in God. 


How can a person get faith? 
What makes faith powerful? 
Terre Haute, Ino. 








[ Children at Home 





A Strange Playmate 
By Euleta Wadsworth 


HEN Robert’s father came home 

from town that day, bringing a 
great bunch of bananas, Robert pranced 
around in delight. To a boy who lived 
away out in the country and seldom got 
to go to town they stood for peanuts 
and candy and cornucopias which are 
such treats for the children who live 
in town. 

Every fall Robeft’s father brought 
home a big bunch of green bananas like 
this one to hang in the storeroom. And 
as they ripened Robert would have one 
to take to school in his lunch basket al- 
most every day. But this bunch was to 
bring Robert more pleasure than any 
ever had, though, of course, he didn’t 
know it then. 

It wasn’t until one morning in the 
late winter when Robert and his mother 
had gone. into the storeroom to cut a 
a banana off the bunch to put in his 
lunch basket that his sharp eyes discov- 
ered something on the big stem of the 
banana bunch. 


“Mother, look!” he exclaimed. “What 
is this?” 
Mrs. Norris looked.-where Robert’s 


finger pointed. “Why, it looks like a 
cluster of tiny eggs. Yes, I think they 
are the eggs of some kind of an insect,” 


Shut them up} la 
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she said, turning the bunch so that the 
light fell on them. 

“I wonder what kind, Mother. Do 
you think they’ll hatch?” 

“We might put them on the warm 
shelf Dome stove and sée,” she 


“Oh, yes, that will be lots of f 
Robert, and he ran to get a little 
put them in. 

Every day after that Robert would 
take a peep at them in their warm cor- 
ner, but they showed no signs of change. 
And after a'while Robert gave up ex- 
pecting them to hatch and forgot to 
look at them any more until one Satur- 
day morning about six weeks after he 
had put them in the little box his mother 


said: 
“Better look at your eggs, Robert. One 
of them looked different when I noticed 
it yesterday.” 

obert stopped his bridge building 
with blocks and jumped up. 

“Oh! I do hope one has hatched,” he 
cried, running toward the stove. And 
as soon as he had looked in the box he 
called, “Come quick, Mother, something’s 
alive in the box.” 

Something was surely wiggling, but it 
was so tiny they could not at first make 
out what it was. They took it to the 
window, and in the bright light they saw 
it was a tiny, tiny lizard. It was almost 
all eyes then; but after a few days its 
tail grew long, and it could scamper 
around the box quite lively on its four 
little feet. 

Robert named him Hawaiian Boy, be- 
cause he came from the Hawaiian 
Islands ; at least that is what Robert and 
his father decided must have been the 
way of it. For the bananas came from 
there, and his little lizard mother who 
deposited the eggs on the banana stem 
was probably still living in her tropical 
home across the ocean. But Robert 
caught insects to feed his new play- 
mate, and took such good care of him 
that he probably did not miss his mother. 

Hawaiian Boy loved to sleep for long 
hours on the window sill in the sun, and 
sometimes when Robert would tickle him 
with a straw, he would blink his bright 
eyes sleepily as much as to say, “I’m just 
too sleepy to play. This hot sun is deli- 
cious.” One day in the summer just 
before school was out Robert went to 
get Hawaiian Boy out of his screen- 
topped box for’a play.. But just as he 
reached his hand into the box he stopped 
suddenly, for something seemed to be 
wrong with Hawaiian Boy. 

Robert was terribly frightened. “Oh! 
Mother,” he called, “come quick. Some-- 
thing is the matter with Hawaiian Boy.” 

Mrs. Norris put down her sewing and 
came hurrying out to the porch. But 
there was nothing wrong with Robert's 
little friend after all. He was only 
changing his coat. And, when Mrs. 
Norris explained how all lizards shed 
their old skins once a year and came 
out in pretty fresh new ones, he laughed. 

“IT thought, Mother, he was coming 
to pieces when I first saw him,” he said, 
and he and mother both laughed gaily 
at the joke on Robert. 

In a few days Hawaiian Boy slipped 
his old coat entirely off and was frisk- 
ing about iivelier than ever in a brand- 
new suit. 


BERKELEY, CAL. 
ye 


Call for a Conference on 
Behalf of Israel 


HE remarkable events of the past 

year, the general interest in the Jew- 
ish question, the insistence of the Jews 
themselves, at the Peace Conference, 
for equal rights and recognition as an 
independent nation in Palestine, all of 
which are unmistakable evidences of the 
literal fulfilment of the “sure Word of 
Prophecy,” make it highly important 
that another conference should be held 
on behalf of Israel. 

The true church has a very important 
work in this hour of crisis. As the 
Prophet Daniel “understood by the 
books” the program of God for the Jews 
in his day, and gave himself to prayer 
that God’s purposes should be accom- 
plished, so we should discern “the signs 


” said 
x to 
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“while it is day,” in order to hasten the 
consummation of His great plan for 
Israel and the nations. 

We therefore cordially invite all who 
love the Lord and his people to gather 
with us in a Jewish Prophetic Confer- 
ence to be held, God willing, from Tues- 
day to Friday, May 20 to 23, inclusive, 
in the Auditorium of the Moody Bible 
Institute, at the corner of North La 
Salle St. and West Chicago Avenue, 
Chicago. We urge all Christians to 
pray earnestly for God’s blessing upon 
the Conference, to be present if possible, 
and to co-operate with us in making it 
widely knowh: 

Tue Cuicaco HEesrew MIssION. 


Cuartes A. BLANCHARD, 
President 
Wuutam E. BiacksTone, 
Vice President 


Norman H. Camp 
Mrs. T. C. Rounps | Caters 
Witiiam R. McCarreti 


Headquarters: 1505 S. Sawyer Ave., 
Chicago. 





Books Worth Noting 











Gulliver’s Travels (By Dr. Jonathan 
Swift).— Here is a well illustrated, ex- 
cellently gotten up edition of this peren- 
nial favorite, never more timely than 
now. The history of the Lilliputians and 
the Brobdingnagians is either an absorb- 
ing fairy tale, a satire for statesmen, a 
diversion for cynics, or a historical docu- 
ment for the ultimate consumer, accord- 
ing to one’s age and station. (J. B. Lip- 
ie Company, Philadelphia, $1.35 
net. 


Dutch Fairy Tales (By William 
Elliot Griffis) —A renaissance of folk- 
lore has characterized children’s litera- 
ture for a decade, yet Dr. Griffis, the de- 
lightful historian, brings little known 
tales to light in his latest book for 
young people. His long residence in 
Holland and his sympathy for its people 
qualify him to be a ready interpreter of 
its ancient superstitions, gathering many 
a grace, one suspects, as the years roll 
by. (Thomas Y-Crowell Company, New 
York, $1.25 net.) 


The First Book of Stories for the 
Story Teller (By Fanny E. Coe.)— 
Fables, fairy tales, folk stories and 
myths go to make up the fifty odd 
stories in this collection. It does not 
supplant the famous story books which 
have grown dear to little children, but, 


of the times,” and co-operate with God,/ by drawing from several of these, pro- 
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Lesson for May 25 
Jonah 3:1-10; Luke 13:1-5; Acts 2:37, 38 


duces a handy “first-aid” for parents 
and teachers. The book has been previ- 
ously published in simpler form for 
school use; it now appears with a better 
binding and_ colored illustrations. 
(Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 
$1.50 net.) 


Little Jean (By Helen Dawes 
Brown).—The strange soul-stirrings of 
the precocious only child, developing in 
the atmosphere of older minds, bring 
to little Jean’s parents the same wistful, 
puzzled eyes that they do to real fathers 
arid mothers. Yet she is a very normal, 
naughty, dear little girl, too, and her 
warmest friends will be little girls of 
ten or thereabouts, who have thoughts 
of their own. Miss Brown has delight- 
ful rainy day ideas that suggest novel 
stunts for active, restless little minds, 
who need unselfish training. (Houghton 
Mifflin Company, $1.25 net.) 


ye 
The first chapter of Mr. McQuilkin’s 


‘recent booklet on the Victorious Life, 


entitled “What Is the Victorious Life?” 
showing very clearly just what this life 


‘is and is not, is now reprinted as a 


pamphlet which ws not sold, but may be 
had for the postage only (a one-cent 
stamp) from the.Free Literature De- 
partment of the Christian Life Literature 
Fund, 600 Perry Building, Phila., Pa. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





June 1. Our Relation to God. VI. Rever- 
ence and Public Worship. Ps. 33: 1-11; 
John 4: 19-26. (Consecration meeting.) 

June 8. Conditions Necessary for World- 
Peace. Mic. 4: 1-5. 

June 15. What We Owe and How te Pay It. 
2 Cor. 8:1-15. €Tenth Legion applica- 
tions.) 

June 22. Christianity and the Toilers of India. 
Isa. 40: 18-31. (Missionary meeting.) 


Sunday, May 25 


God’s Precious Promises 
(1 Kings 8 : 54-61; 2 Peter 1 : 1-4) 





(Union Meeting with Juniors and In- 


termediates. A memory meeting.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Promise of salvation (John 10: 


28). 
Tues.—Of support (Psalm 55: 22). 
Wed.—Of companionship (John 14: 18). 
Thurs.—Of power (Acts 1 : 8). 
Fri.—Of rest (Matt. 11 : 28-30). 
Sat.—Of peace (Isa. 32: 15-18). 











What divine promise has helped you? 
Why should we ize God’s promises? 
Quote one promise and tell its meaning. 





MAN who was seeking to discrim- 

inate between the temperaments of 
two different races recently sought to 
make his. meaning clear by contrasting 
their conception of promises. He care- 
fully guarded his comparison by many 
modifying considerations, but neverthe- 
less he thought that it was a true gen- 
eralization to say that one race regarded 
a promise as an aspiration and the other 
as a bonded obligation. There are these 
two habits of action. One man says, “I 
will go,” and goes not, the other says, “I 
am not sure, I shallbe gladtotry,” and 
goes. How does each one of us act in 
matter of our promises? Can our friends 
rely upon us as always better than our 
word, or are our pro6mises untrusted un- 
til they are fulfilled? This is a good 
test of character. 


The promises of God are sure and stead- 
fast. Whatever else in the world is in- 
secure and uncertain, God is the utterly 
trustworthy one. This is the glory of 
his promises. Men can absolutely rely 
on them. They represent the assur- 
ance of right and true principle, of the 
honor and love of God. If we feel 
happy when some strong and reliable 
human friend says to us, “Do not worry, 
I am going to help you. There is noth- 
ing which I have or which I can do that 
will not be at-your service,” how much 
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more fiappy may we feel when God, who 
knows all and has all and can do all, 
says, “Never fear, I will care for you. 
No harm shall befall you. You shall 
not lack any good thing. Or if you 
seem to lack and to suffer, do not lose 
faith. The heaviest present affliction will 
work out for you a far more exceeding 
weight of joy and glory.” 
bd 


But can Armenians, and Belgians, and 
Serbians believe this when they see their 
homes destroyed and their loved ones 
outraged and their men slain? It is a 
terrible test of faith. But multitudes 
of those who have suffered most have 
met it. Indeed, God’s promises have 
been their only comfort whatsoever. 
“Man has failed us,” they have said, 


“everything human is vain. We have 


God alone. We can trust his promises 
and await his judgment.” 


God is the rock of ages. He is the 
absolutely reliable one. is great name 
to Moses was just “I Am.” That meant 
that he was pure character, the soul of 
right, the one whose very being was 
truth. We can say that God is right- 
eousness, or God is light, or God is 
love. But it is enough to say “God is.” 
If God is at all he is all that is good and 
true. We can trust him. 


The promises of God cover all our 
needs. We can plead one of them for 
every necessity of our lives. They cover 
hunger, thirst, temptation, weakness, 
poverty, nakedness, sorrow, pain. Try 
some day to set down as many as you 
remember. And then read the Book of 
Psalms and see how many more there 
are. 


The promises of God have conditions 
attached to them which must be met if 
we want them to be fulfilled. “If any man 
thirst, let him come unto me—and drink.” 
“And—” There is a condition which must 
be complied with. God will always do 
his part if we will do ours. 


God, who loves a cheerful giver, him- 
self gives to all men liberally. 

The “if” is always on our side. Mark 
Q: 22, 23. > 

God delights to be asked. Giving does 
not impoverish him. He promises so 
lavishly because he wants men to draw 
upon his promises. 


New York Ciry. 
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Children’s Day at Gee’s Corners 


(Continued from page 257) 
Children’s Day Greeting, by Miss Smith’s 


Class.” The whole class marched to 
the platgorm, the four girls who were 
to recite stepped out a little in front of 
the others, and when their part was 
finished they stepped back into line, and 
all joined in the song. 

A class of girls, from thirteen to four- 
teen years of age, the time when they 
begin to think they are too big to take 
part in a service of this sort, were given 
the Scripture passages found in Mat- 
thew 18:26; 18:10-14; Mark 19: 13, 
14; 10: 13-16; Luke 9:47, 48; and 18: 
16, 17, which they read as the Scripture 
reading at the beginning of the service; 
each one reading one passage alone 
and then all reading the last two to- 
gether. 

The teacher of another class of small 
girls said that instead of the customary 
recitations her class would recite the Ten 
Commandments and the Apostles’ Creed. 
This they did exceedingly well. 

Still another class of girls, six in 
number, had an exercise entitled “Six 
Bees.” They had a verse in rhyme about 
bees and the “honéy from God’s Word” 
—and then each repeated a Scripture 
text beginning with the word “Be.” 

These three instances alone show that 
it is possible to use material from God’s 
Word in our children’s services. 

Another class had just one member 
of the class recite. In all, ten classes 
were represented in this way. No two 
had just the same sort of exercise. 

No one of the teachers would have 
undertaken to take care of the entire 
program, nor would he or she have been 
able to attend a number of rehearsals. 


But each teacher was asked, at her con- 
venience, to drill her own class in the 
part that had been given it. In this 
way the work of preparation was di- 
vided, the chairman merely observing 
that the teachers were doing what was 
desired. 

Two rehearsals were. held the last 
week before Children’s Day, one on 
Monday, to get all the loose ends to- 
gether, and then the weak places in the 
program were discovered and we had 
time to strengthen them before the final 
rehearsal on Saturday afternoon. 

The benefits of this plans are: 

1. The doing away with the six or 
eight, or even more, long rehearsals 
formerly thought to be necessary. 

2. No committee working at “sixes 
and sevens,” which we find all too often, 
even in Sunday-school work. 

3. Division of responsibility and work 
necessary to have a well-prepared ser- 
vice. 

The most interesting feature of our 
program, however, was the part taken 
by the children of the Primary Depart- 
ment. The superintendent of this depart- 
ment decided to have the entire depart- 
ment go upon the platform and go 
through the order of service that they 
have in their own room éach week. 
They sang a “Good-Morning” song, re- 
péated the Lord’s Prayer, sang one of 
the Psalms, recited the Twenty-third 
Psalm, the Golden Texts for the pre- 
ceding Quarter, etc.; the whole formed 
a very charming feature, especially to 
any who had never been privileged to 
be present at one of the class sessions 
of the most interesting department of 
the school. 

The Cradle Roll also had a place, the 
superintendent of the department call- 
ing the roll and those parents who were 
present with their babies standing when 
their names were called. 

Our Children’s Day service was a 
success. Every part fitted together to 
make a perfect whole. From the march- 
ing of the school into the church from 
the street, to the closing number on the 
program, which was a class exercise of 
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boys waving “the flag of King Jesus”— 
it was all done to the honor and praise 
of “The Children’s King.”—Alice S. 
Fyfe, New York City. 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 








May 19-25. 
Mon.—Jonah 3:1-10. Repentance. 
The message had done its work. The 


‘results were wonderful. One sermon of 


such a kind was enough. One trumpet 
blast shook the bs out of its sin and 
carnal security. he repentance was 
immediate, genuine, profound, general, 
and acceptable. Kings and nobles were 
down in the dust with the lowliest sub- 
jects. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
family circle,— parents, brothers and 
sisters, also for friends and relatives 
together with the companions of the 
children; that every wrong thing may he 
taken out of the life, and all pride and 
selfishness out of the heart; for grace to 
do to-day’s duty as unto the Lord. 


Tues.—Luke 13: 1-9. Results of Impenitence. 


Dread ills follow those who remain 
impenitent. We say it reverently but 
most solemnly and earnestly, that even 
God himself cannot avert the calamity 
that shall overtake the souls that die 
in impenitence. “To perish” is not an- 
nihilation but eternal separation from 
and out of the presence of God. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that to- 
day may be better than yesterday, and 
that there may be an absence of all un- 
kindness, insincerity, and forgetfulness 
of God’s truth; for deliverance from 
foolish fears and from unsubdued tem- 
per. Pray for those with whom we 
labor, that our influence may be uplift- 
ing and ennobling. 

Wed.—Isaiah 1 : 10-20. 
Necessity of Repentance. 

Sin unrepented of will inevitably bring 
a man to irretrievable ruin. Impeni- 
tence unfits the soul for forgiveness. 
There is a strange urgency in the com- 
mand, “wash you, make you clean, put 
away the evil of your doings.” Such 
words express a need in the soul calling 
for contrition of heart. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
returned and returning soldiers, 
useful openings for service may be 
found for them, and that no stain of 
misconduct may mar the record of any 
one of them; that the religious impres- 
sions made upon some during the great 
war may not fade but rather intensify. 


Thurs.—Psalm 51 : 1-17. 


Pray for our 
that 


David’s Repentance. 

This is the Psalm of David's sorrow- 
ful soul. He sinned grievously, but his 
repentance was thorough and genuine. 
He knew the blackness of his own sin 
and groaned under it, and therefore his 
cry for forgiveness was not in vain. All 
forgiveness is based upon penitent con- 
fession. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray once more 
for the vast continent of Africa. It 
is the continent of great things, but par- 
ticularly is it the continent of great 
need. It has 523 distinct languages and 
20 dialects, and the Bible has been 
translated into but a hundred of: these. 
Pray, pray for Africa. 
Fri.—Luke 15 : 11-24. 

The Prodigal’s Repentance. 

The prodigal who had been “beside 
himself,” first of all “ came to himself,” 
and then to his father and home. “I 
have sinned” is the acknowledgment of 
wrong-doing on the part of one who was 
suffering for the wrong which he had 
done. He had touched the lowest depths 
and knew himself perishing unpitied. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
evangelistic work carried on in the great 
cities of America; for the various evan- 
gelistic bodies planning summer cam- 
paigns; for evangelists, their signers and 
workers; for colporteurs and tract dis- 
tributers ; that all Christian workers may 
have a deepened love for souls, coupled 
with redoubled efforts to win them. 
Sat.—Luke 3 : 1-14. 

John Preaching Repentance. 

John was no smooth-tongued orator 
condoning the sins of the people and 
glossing over their evil. His message 
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was the trumpet éall to repentance. 
Nothing but a complete change of mind 
with accompanying worthy fruits. would 
suffice, for genuine repentance is a 
change of mind in respect of sin and 
se 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
te dae of Israel that they may be de- 
ivered from false guides; that the suf- 
ferers through persecution may be com- 
forted; that those repelled from Christ 
by false v-presentatives of Jesus may 
be brought into contact with his true 
witnesses; that young Christians among 
them may be made strong. 


Sun.—Acts 17 ;: 22-31. 
Paul Preaching Repentance. 
The duty lying upon man estranged 
from God is a peremptory repentance. 
“God commandeth all men everywhere 
to repent.” We do but add sin to sin 
by remaining impenitent. It is not that 
I may repent, but I must. Obedience to 
the command admits me into the King- 
dom of the Son of His love. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for dis- 
couraged pastors, that they may be led 
to find unimagined resources in Christ; 
for Sunday-school workers, that a new 
passion to win the you for the Lord 
may fire them; for all "Cospel missions, 
that a tide of power may come to them. 


New York City, 
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able. 


ment, strength, courage, wisdom, nF 


I ascribe to Bible study the help and 
strength which I have had from God to 
pass in peace through deeper trials in 
various ways than I had ever had before ; 
and after having now above fourteen years 
tried this-way, I. can most fully, in the 


God, commend it. * * * A man 


has deprived himself of the best there,is in 
the world who has deprived himself of 
intimate knowledge of the Bible.’’ 


Woodrow Wilsen. 


Systematic, Prayerful Bible Study 


gives that knowledge of God and man without 
which ret success in life is never attain- 


.— uplift, inspiration, .refresh- 
h of vision, spiritual enthusiasm 


—and just as surely in spring and summer as in fall and winter. 


Don’t allow any season to cheat you of your wonderful privilege 


of systematically studying the 


which outweighs in value all other books in 
all the world. Dig in it as for gold and you 
will secure treasure of value and extent be- 
Start at once by en- 


yond any calculation. 
rolling for a 


Moody Bible Institute 


Correspondence Course 


Many thousands the world over have studied one or 
They include people of all ages, 
from a boy of 14 to a woman past 80 ; ministers, mission- 
aries, evangelists, busy teachers, physicians, students ; 
shut-in people ; mothers ambitious to train their chil- 
dren in the Word ; farmers, mechanics, soldiers in the 


more of our courses. 


camps and in service, etc. 


More than 5,000 persons were enrolled during the past year, and 
the number of new students, enrolled for the month of March, 
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